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Top  Notch:  The  VCU  School  of 
Allied  Health  Professions 


Got  an  itch  to  get 
another  degree, 
broaden  your 
knowledge  or 
expand  your 
career  options? 

Call  us  and  find  out  what  opportunities 
await  you  at  VCU.  The  numbers  for 
each  program  are  listed  below. 

School  of  Allied  Health  Professions 
Health  Administration 
828-9466 

Clinical  Laboratory  Sciences 
828-9469 

Occupational  Therapy 
828-2219 
Physical  Therapy 
828-0234 

Radiation  Sciences 
828-9104 
Gerontology 
828-1565 

Patient  Counseling 
828-0540 
Nurse  Anesthesia 
828-9808 

Rehabilitation  Counseling 
828-1132 

School  of  Dentistry 
Admissions 
828-9196 

Continuing  Education 
828-0869 
Dental  Hygiene 
828-9096 

School  of  Medicine 
Admissions  Office 
828-9629 

Graduate  Education 
828-8366 

Continuing  Medical  Education 
828-3640 

School  of  Nursing 
Admissions  Office 
828-5171 

Graduate  Programs 
828-3474 

School  of  Pharmacy 
Admissions 
828-3000 

Graduate  Programs 
828-3819 

Continuing  Education 
8283003 

Office  of  Admissions 
(Monroe  Park  Campus) 

828-1222 
Office  of  Graduate  Admissions 
(Monroe  Park  Campus) 

828-6916 
MCV  Campus  Records  and  Registration 

828-1349 


On  the  cover:  Cecil  B.  Drain,  PhD,  CRNA, 
dean  of  the  VCU  School  of  Allied  Health 
Professions  (see  story  on  page  5). 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

We  normally  think  of  autumn  as  a  season  of  decline,  a  farewell  to 
summer's  bounty,  but  it  is  also  a  time  of  beginnings.  The  shorter 
days  and  cooler  temperatures  turn  the  flowers  and  fruits  of  summer 
into  an  abundance  of  seed  that,  when  planted,  will  yield  the  green 
shoots  of  next  year's  spring. 

This  fall,  MCVAA  is  involved  in  several  initiatives  to  cultivate  and 
support  current  students  on  the  MCV  Campus. 


•  The  new  VCU  Nursing  Student/Alumni  Connector  program  matches  each  participating 
second-year  nursing  student  with  two  alumni  from  the  School  of  Nursing  who  will  nur- 
ture and  support  the  student  throughout  the  year.  Over  100  alumni  have  volunteered  to 
be  part  of  this  program. 

•  The  recently  formed  Student  Services  Professionals  Committee  is  a  collaborative  effort 
among  academic  medical  campus  staff,  including  MCVAA,  to  enhance  students'  qual- 
ity of  life.  Its  mission  includes  student  advocacy;  promoting  educational  and  social 
programs;  facilitating  communication  between  committee  members,  schools  and 
departments;  and  supporting  the  programs  and  initiatives  of  the  MCV  Campus  Student 
Government  Association. 

•  The  emerging  Students  Today  Alumni  Tomorrow  (STAT)  program  will  facilitate  interac- 
tion between  students  and  alumni  by  connecting  students  to  alumni  mentors  in  their 
fields  of  interest.  Events  and  programs  will  offer  opportunities  to  meet  and  interact  with 
other  students,  and  the  annual  $15  fee  to  join  will  also  entitle  them  to  numerous  other 
members-only  goodies  and  rewards. 

Each  of  these  efforts  joins  with  the  scholarships  alumni  generously  fund  through  the 
MCVAA  and  university  to  ensure  MCV  Campus  students  have  what  they  need  to  succeed. 

What  fruit  will  we  reap  as  a  result? 

As  the  students  graduate  and  bring  their  academic  careers  to  a  close,  we  hope  they  will 
recognize  their  university  and  alumni  association  as  organizations  that  have  provided 
them  with  solid  ground  from  which  to  grow.  And  we  hope  that  as  alumni  they  will  use 
their  considerable  talents  and  energies  to  not  only  continue  MCVAA's  stewardship  for 
future  generations  but  also  to  enlarge  upon  it. 

Sincerely, 


'james  H.  Revere  '65DDS 

President,  MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU 
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Faculty,  students,  alumni  and  friends 
gathered  June  18  at  dedication  ceremonies 
for  the  VCU  School  of  Dentistry's  third 
building.  The  55,000-square-foot  struc- 
ture named  for  alumnus  W .   Baxter 
Perkinson   Jr.    '70DDS   faces  Leigh 
Street  between  1 1th  and  12th  streets  and 
opened  its  doors  to  patients  and  students 
in  August. 


At  the  17th  .Annual  Pathways  to  Leadership  Conference,  Kim 
Isringhausen  '  95BS I DH  )/D'04M  PH I PH  )/M  ofthe  School 
of  Dentistry's  Division  of  Dental  Hygiene,  received  the  W1SDM 
Professional  Achievement  Award  in  Dentistry.  The  award  recog- 
nizes women  who  have  served  as  strong  role  models  and  mentors 
for  the  professional  development  of  female  faculty. 

Edith   Mitchell   '74M  D  ,  clinical  professor  of  medicine  and 
medical  oncology  at  lefferson  Medical  College  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
University  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  honored  with  the  2009  National 
Medical  Association  Council  on  Concerns  of  Women  Physicians 
Pfizer  Research  Award,  which  is  given  to  a  woman  who  has  made 
outstanding  contributions  to  clinical  or  academic  medicine.  It  was 
presented  at  the  Muriel  Petioni,  MD,  Awards  Luncheon,  which  took 
place  at  the  National  Medical  Association  Convention  in  Las  Vegas, 


Nev.  in  July.  Mitchell  is  also  associate  director  for  diversity  programs 
at  the  Kimmel  Cancer  Center  at  Jefferson. 

MCVAA  Board  of  Trustees  member  Christopher   C.   Colenda 
'  7  7  M  D   M  P  H  has  been  named  chancellor  for  health  sciences  at 
West  Virginia  University  (WVU).  He  began  his  new  role  Oct.  30. 
Previously,  Colenda  had  been  the  Jean  and  Thomas  McMullin  dean 
of  medicine  and  vice  president  for  clinical  affairs  at  Texas  A&M 
Health  Science  Center  and  vice  president  for  clinical  affairs  at 
Texas  A&M. 

At  a  news  conference  announcing  Colenda's  appointment,  WVU 
President  James  P.  Clements  said:  "Chris  Colenda  is  a  visionary...  a 
strategic  thinker...  an  energetic  and  dynamic  leader...  and  above  all, 
he  is  committed  to  the  educational,  research,  clinical  and  outreach 
missions  of  WVU  Health  Sciences.  He  is  also  focused  on  moving  us 
to  higher  levels  of  competitiveness  and  success.  He  is  the  very  best  fit 
for  this  important  position." 

Colenda  has  also  been  elected  to  a  two-year  term  as  an  at-large 
member  ofthe  National  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  (NBME) 
Executive  Board.  He  has  been  a  member  of  NBME  since  2006,  rep- 
resenting the  American  Association  of  Medical  Colleges. 

At  a  ceremony  in  May,  the  Maine  Governor's  Council  on  Physical 
Activity  presented  its  Lifetime  Achievement  Award  to  Willi  am 
Dexter   '86MD,  director  of  Maine  Medical  Center's  Family 


Among  the  attendees  at  the  School  of  Medicine  Legacy  Lunch  in  August  2009  were  four  students  -  Sarah  Caulkins,  Jennifer  Byrd,  William 
Byrd  and  Austin  DeHart  -  in  the  Class  of  2013  who  were  each  the  third  generation  of  their  families  to  attend  school  on  the  MCV  Campus. 


IT       M:. 

n i    at 

B«^'^l  1 

(Left  to  right)  Whit  Caulkins  Jr.  '47MD'55HS  and  Jennie  Caulkins  '47BS/N  with  their 
son  David  W.  Caulkins  '80MD'85HS,  his  wife  Pat  Caulkins  '78BS/N  and  their  daughter 
Sarah  Caulkins    13MD  (Sarah's  uncle  Michael  K.  Caulkins  '82MD'85HS  was  not  able  to 
attend);    William  Byrd  "I3MD  and  Jennifer  Byrd  '13MD  with  their  parents  Allison  Byrd 
78MD  and  J.  Abbott  Byrd  III  '78MD,  and  grandparents  John  A.  Byrd  Jr.  '47MD'48HS 
and  Louauna  Byrd  '48Cert/N 


(Left  to  right)  Austin  DeHart  '13MD 
(second  from  left),  pictured  here  with 
her  fiance  Aaron  Payne  (left),  her 
father  Marc  DeHart  '88MD  and  her  aunt 
Melanie  DeHart-Fidler  '91  MD  (Austin's 
uncle  Rob  Fidler  '91  MD  and  grandfather 
Rufus  DeHart  '65MD  could  not  attend) 


Medicine  -  Sports  Medicine  Program.  He  is  only 
the  fourth  person  in  Maine  to  receive  the  honor 
since  its  inception  in  1999,  joining  Olympic  gold 
medalist  Joan  Benoit  Samuelson,  The  Maine 
Special  Olympics  and  the  University  of  Maine's 
Campus  Recreation  Department.  He  was  nominat- 
ed by  staff  at  Maine  Medical  Center's  Division  of 
Community  and  Preventive  Medicine  and  chosen 
because  of  his  extraordinary  contributions  to  fitness  programs  in  the 
state  as  well  as  his  special  role  as  a  teacher  of  sports  medicine  to  fel- 
lows and  residents  at  the  hospital. 

"Dr.  Dexter  brings  a  vision  and  passion  to  his  work  that's  truly 
contagious,"  says  Ann  Skelton,  MD,  chief  of  family  medicine  at 
Maine  Medical  Center.  "Whether  talking  to  a  resident  or  speaking 
to  a  room  full  of  physicians,  he  brings  a  knowledge  and  enthusiasm 
that  completely  engages  and  educates  his  audience." 

In  May  2009,  the  American  Society  of 
Hypertension  presented  D  oiwe  imic   Sica   '75  MD 
the  first  ASH  Marvin  Moser  Clinical  Hypertension 
Award  in  recognition  of  his  dedication  to  the  treat- 
ment and  care  of  hypertensive  patients.  Sica  is  a 
VCU  professor  of  medicine  and  pharmacology 
and  serves  as  the  chair  of  the  Division  of  Clinical 
Pharmacology  and  Hypertension.  He  has  pub- 
lished extensively  in  the  areas  of  hypertension,  renal  disease  and 
drug  pharmacokinetics  and  currently  is  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  American  Society  of  Hypertension.  Sica  is  immediate  past- 
president  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  Chapter  of  the  American  Society  of 
Hypertension.  MCV  Hospitals  also  named  him  this  year's  Clinician 
of  the  Year. 

Bill   Korzun   ' 88 P h  D/M,  associate  professor  in  the  VCU  School 
of  Allied  Health  Professions  Department  of  Clinical  Laboratory 
Sciences,  received  the  2009  Virginia  Society  for  Clinical  Laboratory 
Science  Educator  of  the  Year  Award  in  March.  His  current  research 
includes  a  funded  project  for  the  evaluation  of  homogeneous  meth- 
ods for  measuring  HDL  and  LDL  cholesterol  and  measurement  of 
Cortisol  and  amylase  in  saliva  samples.  In  2003,  Korzun  was  awarded 
a  VCU  Center  for  Teaching  Excellence  Grant  to  incorporate  digi- 
tal video  and  audio  clips  in  his  lectures.  To  facilitate  his  research 
endeavors,  he  was  the  recipient  of  the  VCU  School  of  Allied  Health 
Professions  A.D.  Williams  Scholar  Award  in  2005. 

Harry   D.    Bear    '  7  5  M  D  '  78  Ph  D  (  M  &  I )/ 
M '  8  4  H  S ,  Walter  Lawrence  Jr.  Distinguished 
Professor  in  Oncology  and  Chair,  Division  of 
Surgical  Oncology,  was  awarded  the  National 
Surgical  Adjuvant  Breast  and  Bowel  Project 
(NSABP)  Distinguished  Investigator  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award  in  May.  International  tri- 
als led  by  Bear  have  resulted  in  major  changes  in 
the  treatment  of  breast  cancer  over  the  past  two  decades  and  have 
dramatically  increased  the  chance  for  breast  conservation  among 
women  with  breast  cancer.  Bear  also  was  the  recipient  of  the  2009 
MCVAA  Outstanding  Alumnus  Award  presented  earlier  this  year. 

Six  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy  alumni  were  recognized  for  their 
accomplishments  during  the  Virginia  Pharmacists  Association's 
2009  Convention.  Alumni  award  winners  were: 

•Preston   Hale   '  7  2  B  S  /  P :  National  Community  Pharmacists 
Association  Leadership  Award.  Hale  also  was  installed  as  VPhA 
president  during  the  convention. 


The   VCU    School   of    Nursing    received   a   $2.6    million 
grant  from  the  National  Institutes  of  Nursing  Research  -  part 
of  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  -  to  develop  a  P30  Center  of 
Excellence  in  Biobehavioral  Approaches  to  Symptom  Management. 
The  five-year  grant  will  enable  the  school  to  expand  its  research 
capacity,  advance  biobehavioral  approaches  for  symptom  manage- 
ment and  establish  a  mature  environment  for  interdisciplinary, 
clinically  focused  research.  The  center  scientists  include  alumni: 


Rita  Pickler  PhD  '98(Cert)NP/N,  principal  investigator  and  admin- 
istrative co-director;  Mary  Jo  Grap  PhD  '97Cert(NP)/N,  adminis- 
trative core  co-director;  Debra  E.  Lyon  '84BS/N'93MS/N'96FNP/ 

N'97PhD/N,  biobehavioral  science  co-director; 


Cindy  Munro  '92PhD/N'97Cert(NP)/N,  biobehavioral  measurement 
core  director;  and  R.K.  Elswick  '85PhD(BS)/M,  data  services  and 
analysis  core  director;  as  well  as  Nancy  McCain,  DSN,  biobehavioral 
science  co- director. 

The  center  also  will  support  the  work  of  several  nurs- 
ing researchers  who  will  explore  the  symptoms  and  impact  of 
fatigue  in  a  variety  of  patients  including  women  with  fibromy- 
algia, women  with  breast  cancer,  pregnant  women,  women  with 
risk  for  cardiometabolic  illness  and  individuals 
with  sickle  cell  disease.  The  project  directors 
for  these  include  alumnae  Jolynne   Robins 
'91  MS/N'99PhD/N  (in  photo  at  right)  and 
Jeanne   Walter    '05PhD/N,    as  well  as 
Victoria  Menzies,  PhD;  Nancy  Jallo,  PhD;  and 
Suzanne  Ameringer,  PhD. 


•Holly   Hurley   '04PharmD:  Innovative  Pharmacy 

Practice  Award 
■Greg   Large   '77BS/P:   Bowl  of  Hygeia  Award 
•Pat  Resto   '84BS/P:  Virginia  Pharmacist  Service  Award 
•Delaina   Richardson    '04Ph  arm  D  :  Ilene  B.  Stiff  Local 

Association  President's  Award 
•Gene  White   '  5  6  BS/P:  Outstanding  Pharmacist  Award 

Debra    E.    Lyon    '84BS/N*93M  S/N '96FN  P/N'97  PhD/N, 

associate  professor  and  interim  chair  of  the  VCU  Department  of 
Family  and  Community  Health  Nursing,  has  been  appointed  to  a 
three-year  term  as  a  core  reviewer  for  the  Oncology  Nursing  Society 
Major  Research  Grant  Program.  She  was  selected  because  of  her 
expertise  in  biological  nursing  research  methods. 
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'I  joined  the  Alumni  Association  because  I  wanted 
to  remain  connected  with  the  School  of  Nursing. 
In  addition  to  staying  current  with  my  school,  I 
believe  that  my  participation  helps  to  perpetuate 
the  enthusiasm  and  passion  that  make  the  MCV 
Campus  such  an  outstanding  place  to  learn." 

Jerri  Gaffney  '81  BS,  Nursing 

MCVAA  Vice  President,  Nursing  Division 


The  MCV  Alumni  Association  is  your  connection 
to  lifelong  educational,  career  and  social  net- 
working opportunities.  Your  continuing  involvement  with 
the  university  is  critical  to  its  sustained  excellence. 

Join  now  online  at  www.vcu-mcvalumni.org. 

Or  use  the  form  below. 


Alumni  Association  dues  are  not  contributions  to  the  university 
and  are  not  tax  deductible.  Membership  dues  foster  alumni 
engagement  and  support  programs  for  alumni,  students  and  faculty. 
To  make  a  tax-deductible  gift  to  your  school  or  department  please 
visit  www.vcu.edu/giving. 


Make  checks  payable  to:  MCVAA.  Detach  the  form  below  and  mail  to:  P.O.  Box  980156,  Richmond,  VA  23298-0156,  or  fax  to  (804)  828-4594. 


Yes,  I /We  want  to  join  the  MCV  Alumni  Association. 


Annual  Membership 

$40  Individual 

Life  Membership 

]    S495  Individual 


$55  Joint 


S595  Joint 


Life  Membership  Installment 

]     Individual  U    Joint 

SI  10x5  years  S130x5years 

Senior  Life  Membership 

□    S225  Individual         □    $275  Joint 
alumni  who  graduated  40+  years  ago 

Recent  Grad  Membership 

71    S25  Individual  □  $35  Joint 

5  years  or  less  since  first  VCU/MCV  degree 


Name  (as  it  appears  on  credit  card! 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


EmailAddress  Help  make  our  communications  with  you  as  streamlined  and  as  green  as  possible, 
(check  one)      □  American  Express       □  Discover       □  MasterCard       DVisa 


Expiration  Date 


Card  No 


Signature 
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Top  Notch: 

The  VCU  School  of  Allied  Health  Professions 


By    Joan    Tupponce 


Dean  Cecil  B.  Drain  takes  pride  in  the  reputation 
of  the  Virginia  Commonwealth  University  School 
of  Allied  Health  Professions.  Nationally  and  inter- 
nationally known  for  its  excellence  in  education, 
the  school  is  committed  to  integrating  education, 
research  and  patient  care.  The  school's  status  is 
bolstered  by  its  consistent  rankings  in  U.S.  News  & 
World  Report. 

"All  the  chairs  in  our  school  are  really  top  notch,  which  is 
reflected  in  our  rankings,"  Drain  says. 

U.S.  News  &  World  Report  ranked  the  school's  nurse  anesthesia 
program  No.  1  in  the  country;  health  administration,  No.  4;  occupa- 
tional therapy,  No.  13;  rehabilitation  counseling,  No.  13;  and  physi- 
cal therapy,  No.  24. 

"We  are  an  academic  leader.  We  are  the  top-ranked  school  of 
allied  health  in  the  country,"  he  says.  "There  is  no  other  school  that 
has  five  departments  ranked  by  U.S.  News  &  World  Report." 


Clinical  Laboratory  Sciences  Instructor  Emily  Hill  '03BS(CLS)/AH'07MS(CLS)/AH 
(left)  works  with  a  student  on  proper  techniques  to  determine  lab  results. 


Suzanne  Wright  CRNA  '95BS/N,  assistant  professor  and  clinical 
nurse  anesthetist,  runs  through  different  scenarios  for  students 
and  faculty  in  the  high-tech  nurse  anesthesia  simulation  center. 

Some  of  the  school's  departments,  including  radiation  sciences, 
clinical  laboratory  sciences,  patient  counseling  and  gerontology, 

are  not  rated  by  the  magazine  because  no  ranking 
system  is  available  in  those  particular  fields.  "We 
consider  them  top-ranked,  too,"  Drain  says. 

He  credits  the  school's  success  not  only  to  the 
reputation  of  each  department  chair  but  also  to  the 
faculty  and  to  the  student  body,  which  is  growing 
each  year. 

"When  I  took  over  we  had  around  500  stu- 
dents," Drain  says.  "Now  we  have  over  1,000." 

Because  of  its  standing  in  the  academic  realm, 
the  school  doesn't  have  to  recruit  as  heavily  as 
other  allied  health  schools.  "We  have  waiting  lists 
for  most  of  our  programs,"  Drain  says.  "The  stu- 
dents we  get  here  are  top  notch.  They  have  that 
gleam  in  their  eye,  that  excitement  about  educa- 
tion. It's  an  honor  to  work  with  them." 

Students  have  no  problem  getting  jobs  once 
they  graduate  from  the  school.  In  fact,  programs 
such  as  clinical  laboratory  sciences  are  currently 
experiencing  workforce  shortages,  in  part,  because 
of  the  field's  lack  of  visibility  compared  with 
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nursing,  radiology  and  physical  therapy, 
which  are  all  patient-facing  professions. 

The  U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 
using  2006  data,  has  predicted  that  10,000 
new  clinical  laboratory  scientists  and  tech- 
nicians are  needed  per  year  over  the  next  10 
years  but  fewer  than  5,000  are  graduating 
from  laboratory  science  programs  annually. 

"The  students  that  graduate  from  our 
school  are  great  clinicians,"  the  dean  says. 
"Clinical  excellence  is  one  thing  that  sets 
us  apart." 

The  school's  success  can  be  credited 
in  part  to  its  consistent  leadership.  The 
turnover  rate  for  faculty  is  negligible.  "We 
barely  lose  one  faculty  member  a  year," 
Drain  says. 

Programs  initiated  by  the  school  have 
added  to  its  status.  The  Master  of  Science 
and  Health  Administration  program,  a 
hybrid  distance-learning  program,  was 
ranked  No.  2  by  Modern  Healthcare  maga- 
zine in  2006  and  2009. 

The  school's 


Assistant  Professor  and  Director  of  Clinical  Education  Corey  Davis  CRNA  '91 BS/N 
'97MSNA(NA)/N  (right)  guides  a  nurse  anesthesia  student  through  the  steps 
of  intubation. 


Shelly  Lane,  PhD 


PhD  program  in  health-related  sci- 
ences, one  of  Drain's  longtime  dreams,  is 
among  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  U.S.  The 
Internet-based  program  joins  together 
different  health-related  disciplines  and  is 
ranked  alongside  schools  such  as  MIT 
and  Harvard. 

A  total  of  134  students  have  enrolled 
into  the  program  since  its  first  class  in 
1998.  The  interdisciplinary  program  has  a 
retention  rate  of  75  percent.  "The  national 
average  is  50  percent,"  Drain  says.  "We  do 
really  well."  (For  more  on  the  PhD  program  see  "Allied  Health  PhD 
Program  Enters  Second  Decade"  on  page  7.) 

Another  arm  of  the  school  is  the  Virginia  Center  on  Aging,  cre- 
ated by  the  Virginia  General  Assembly  in 
1978.  The  center,  one  of  only  a  handful  in 
the  nation,  is  an  interdisciplinary  study, 
research  and  resource  facility  for  the 
commonwealth  that  benefits  the  aged 
and  the  aging  by  addressing  the  needs 
of  that  population,  their  caregivers  and 
healthcare  providers. 

Research  plays  a  huge  role  in  the 
school's  vision  for  the  future.  Drain  has 
made  it  a  priority  to  hire  highly  trained 
researchers  who  are  also  great  teachers. 
"We  have  been  very  fortunate  that  we 
have  done  that,"  he  says.  "Our  research 
productivity  has  quadrupled  since  1997  when  I  took  over." 

The  school  has  appointed  Shelly  Lane,  PhD,  to  the  newly  cre- 
ated position  of  assistant  dean  for  research.  Lane  had  served  as  the 
chair  of  the  Department  of  Occupational  Therapy.  "She  is  a  noted 


Al  Copolillo,  PhD 


researcher  in  her  field,"  Drain  says.  "We've  also  hired  Brenda  McFail 
who  will  track  the  research." 

Departments  within  the  school  share  the  same  high  level  of 
commitment  to  research  and  teaching  excellence.  This  year  marks 
the  40th  anniversary  of  the  Department  of  Nurse  Anesthesia.  Over 
the  years,  the  program  has  grown  in  size  and  offerings.  The  Class  of 
2011  is  the  largest  class  in  the  40-year  history  of  the  program. 

"We  began  in  1969  offering  a  certificate  of  completion  in  nurse 
anesthesia,"  says  Chair  Michael  D.  Fallacaro,  DNS,  CRNA.  "Today 
we  offer  a  72-credit  hour  Master  of  Science  in  Nurse  Anesthesia 
degree  with  an  optional  33-credit  hour  Doctor  of  Nurse 
Anesthesia  Practice  degree.  Both  of  these  offerings  were  the 
first  of  their  kind  in  the  United  States."  (For  more  on  the 
Department  of  Nurse  Anesthesia  see  "Forty  and  Fabulous" 
on  page  18.) 

Health  administration  has  also  established  several  excel- 
lent programs  over  the  past  few  years,  including  its  Master 
of  Health  Administration  and  Master  of  Science  and  Health 
Administration  degree  tracks.  "Both  have  been  exceedingly 
successful,"  says  Chair  Stephen  Mick. 

In  addition,  health  administration  has  a  well-respected 
doctoral  program  that  will  see  its  100th  graduate  within  the 
year.  "We  have  over  2,200  alums  of  all  of  our  programs,"  Mick 
says.  "We  have  a  strong  alumni  base." 

Over  the  past  10  years,  the  department  has  increased  its 
endowment  from  $250,000  to  $4  million,  including  one  endow- 
ment worth  $1.53  million.  The  money  will  fund  three  new 
professorships  as  well  as  student  scholarships.  "It's  the  largest 
student  endowment  on  campus,"  Mick  says.  "The  scholarships 
will  go  to  our  strongest  applicants  who  have  merit  and  need." 

Students  play  an  active  role  in  the  Department  of 
Occupational  Therapy  thanks  to  an  increased  number  of  service 
learning  opportunities.  "We  are  looking  to  become  much  more 
engaged  with  community  organizations  and  occupational  therapy 


Allen  Lewis 


practitioners,"  explains  Lane  who  was 
replaced  by  Al  Copolillo,  PhD,  as  chair  of 
the  occupational  therapy  department. 

The  department  is  seeing  an  increase 
in  highly  qualified  applicants.  "Many  are 
choosing  occupational  therapy  as  a  sec- 
ond career,"  Lane  says.  "We  are  seeing  an 
increased  awareness  of  the  field,  and  this 
translates  to  an  increased  interest  in 
our  programs." 

Each  faculty  member,  she  adds,  brings 
a  special  expertise  to  the  program.  "As  a 
group,  we  have  been  able  to  balance  an 
emphasis  on  teaching,  scholarship  and  service  by  capitalizing  on  our 
individual  skills." 

The  Department  of  Rehabilitation  Counseling,  established  in 
1955,  has  the  distinct  designation  of  being  one  of  the  first  depart- 
ments of  its  kind  in  the  country.  It  has  more  than  3,000  alumni  who 
work  in  48  of  the  50  states  in  the  U.S.  Student  enrollment  is  cur- 
rently about  150,  a  record  high  for  the  program.  "Distance  students 
represent  about  one-third  of  those  and  come  from  18  states,"  says 
Chair  Allen  Lewis.  "We  have  a  broad  reach.  We  even  have  a  student 
in  Hong  Kong." 

Rehabilitation  counseling  received  three  new  grants  this  past 
academic  year,  totaling  $4.38  million,  and  is  ramping  up  its  teach- 
ing and  training  of  students  to  deal  with  special  populations  such  as 
military  veterans  and  culturally  diverse  groups.  The  department  is 
also  hoping  to  increase  its  international  partnerships  and  has  already 
begun  collaborations  in  China  where  several  of  the  faculty  will  be 
teaching  during  this  academic  year  and  next.  Next  year,  faculty 
will  also  provide  training  in  Sweden,  England,  New  Zealand  and 
possibly  Scotland  and  Italy.  "That  helps  us  increase  global  visibility," 
Lewis  says. 


Ferell  Justice  '86AS(RT)/AH'87BS(CRS)/AH,  clinical  coordina- 
tor and  assistant  professor  in  the  Department  of  Radiation 
Sciences,  instructs  students  on  radiography  equipment 
controls. 


Allied  Health  PhD  Program 
Enters  Second  Decade 

by  Sande  Snead 

When  Cecil  Drain,  PhD,  CRNA,  dean  of  Virginia  Commonwealth 
University's  School  of  Allied  Health  Professions,  was  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Nurse  Anesthesia  from  1993-1995,  he  dreamed  of 
starting  a  PhD  program  for  nurse  anesthetists,  but  he  was  told  that 
it  wouldn't  happen.  So  when  he  became  interim  dean  of  the  school, 
he  thought:  I  will  only  have  this  position  for  one  year,  so  that's  how 
long  I  have  to  create  a  PhD  program  for  all  departments. 

"That  was  the  only  way  I  saw  I  could  market  it,"  he  says. 

It  worked!  The  School  of  Allied  Health  celebrated  the  10th  anni- 
versary of  the  Allied  Health  PhD  program  in  July  2008. 

The  four-year  course  of  study  is  intended  to  meet  the  needs  for 
doctorally-prepared  allied  health  professionals  in  the  areas  of  teach- 
ing, research  and  administration.  It  is  designed  as  a  hybrid  distance- 
learning  program,  which  means  students  come  to  campus  for  two 
two-week  sessions  a  year  and  receive  online  instruction  the  rest  of 
the  time.  Lectures  are  delivered  via  webcasts  to  the  desktop,  which 
show  students  a  video  of  the  lecturer  and  the  screen  captures  of  the 
instructor's  computer  as  they  lecture.  All  of  the  video  and  audio  are 
available  for  the  students  to  transfer  to  their  mobile  devices.  Other 
materials  are  posted  on  the  Blackboard  Course  Management  System, 
and  class  discussions  take  place  in  online  forums. 

"The  traditional  PhD  model  is  three  to  seven  years  of  study 
while  completing  an  assistantship,"  says  Jim  Cotter,  PhD,  assistant 
dean  for  distance  education  and  director  of  the  PhD  program  in 
health  related  sciences.  "But  VCU  recognized  that  there  are  a  lot 
of  people  who  are  in  a  position  where  they  need  a  PhD  in  order  to 
get  a  promotion  or  tenure.  They  are  midcareer,  have  a  family  and 
are  involved  in  the  community.  So  we  figured  out  a  way  to  offer  a 
rigorous  program,  but  one  that  didn't  require  people  to  move  away 
from  their  families,  live  on  a  pittance  and  disrupt  their  entire  lives. 
Because  it  is  a  hybrid  distance-learning  program,  it  takes  away  the 
barriers  to  access.  We  have  students  from  17  states  across  the  coun- 
try and  two  international  students." 

Allied  health  PhD  candidate  Marjorie  Geisz-Everson,  a  nurse 
anesthetist,  lives  in  New  Orleans.  She  enrolled  in  the  program  in 
July  2005.  A  month  later,  Hurricane  Katrina  hit. 

"I  was  on  vacation  at  the  time  so  I  didn't  have  my  books  with 
me  and  didn't  know  when  I'd  be  able  to  get  back  home  again," 
Geisz-Everson  says.  "I  called  VCU  and  they  sent  the  books  over- 
night. Then,  when  I  did  get  home,  I  didn't  have  Internet  access  for 
three  months,  but  I  was  able  to  keep  up  by  going  to  Baton  Rouge  or 
to  see  my  daughter  in  Alabama  when  things  were  due." 

Geisz-Everson  works  in  academia  and  needs  a  PhD  to  move 
up  the  ranks.  VCU  was  the  only  program  offering  a  PhD  in  nurse 
anesthesia. 

The  allied  health  program  admits  about  a  dozen  PhD  applicants 
for  each  cohort.  "We  have  63  PhD  students  right  now,  and  we  are 
really  bursting  at  the  seams,"  Drain  says. 

The  school  has  graduated  35  PhD  candidates  since  it's  inception 
in  1998  when  the  first  cohort  began. 

"I'll  tell  you  one  thing,"  Geisz-Everson  says,  "the  support  you 
get  is  phenomenal." 

Sande  Snead  is  a  senior  account  executive  with  Pulsar  Advertising  and 
a  freelance  writer  in  Richmond. 
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Like  rehabilitation  counseling,  the  Department  of 
Physical  Therapy  has  a  long  history.  Established  in  1945, 
it  was  the  first  accredited  physical  therapy  educational 
program  in  Virginia  and  one  of  the  first  in  the  country. 
The  department  offered  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
in  physical  therapy  from  1954  to  1989.  That  year  the 
department  transitioned  the  entry-level  program  into  a 
three-year  master's  degree  program. 

In  2002,  the  faculty  established  the  Doctor  of 
Physical  Therapy  (DPT)  as  the  entry-level  degree. 
Today  this  program  is  one  of  the  larger  DPT  programs 
in  the  country.  "When  moving  our  entry-level  degree 
to  the  DPT  level  we  considered  the  expanding  scope  of 


Thomas  Mayhew,  PhD 


The  number  of  qualified  applicants  for  the  program 
has  been  on  the  rise  for  several  years.  "Whereas  most  of 
our  students  are  graduates  from  universities  in  Virginia, 
we  receive  applications  from  students  from  all  over  the 
country,"  Mayhew  says. 

Graduates  from  the  DPT  program  at  VCU  have  no 
trouble  finding  employment.  "Recruiters  contact  me 
throughout  the  year  and,  especially  in  the  spring,  look- 
ing to  post  their  job  opportunities  with  our  pending 
May  graduates"  says  Mayhew.  "We  have  an  outstand- 
ing faculty  who  are  leaders  in  the  profession  and 
provide  excellent  role  models  for  the  students.  The 
DPT  curriculum  at  VCU  has  been  designed  to  train 


In  2002,  the  faculty  established  the 

Doctor  of  Physical  Therapy  (DPT) 

as  the  entry-level  degree.  Today 

this  program  is  one  of  the  larger 

DPT  programs  in  the  country. 


physical  therapy  practice  and  changes  in  practice  patterns,  and  we 
added  clinical  internship  time  and  new  course  material,"  says  Chair 
Thomas  Mayhew,  PhD. 


exceptional  clinicians  who  will  be  leaders  in  the  field." 

One  of  the  challenges  each  department  in  the  school  faces  is  a 

lack  of  space  consolidation  and  collaborative  workspace.  The  School 
of  Allied  Health  Professions  is  housed  in 
five  different  locations  divided  between  the 
Monroe  Park  and  MCV  campuses.  "We  des- 
perately need  a  new  building  where  we  can 
bring  all  of  our  departments  under  one  roof," 
Drain  says.  "That  is  the  goal  so  that  we  can 
become  more  efficient  and  collaborative.  We 
will  be  able  to  share  technology." 

Joan  Tupponce  is  an  award-winning  freelance 
writer  in  Richmond. 


Third-year  DPT  students  David  Park, 
Renata  Salvatori  and  Thomas  Stith  using 
a  Biodex  isokinetic  device  to  retrain  and 
exercise  weak  muscles. 


Passport  to  the  World 


Lauren  Floyd  '09BS/N  wins  big 
with  a  $250  VISA  gift  card! 


This  past  May,  more  than  500  members  and  guests 
of  the  Class  of  2009  went  on  a  globetrotting  celebra- 
tion just  three  days  before  graduation,  and  they  didn't 
have  to  leave  Richmond  to  do  it.  Your  Passport  to  the 
World,  an  event  hosted  by  the  MCV  and  VCU  Alumni 
Associations,  the  Division  of  Student  Affairs  and  the 
Student  Government  Association,  was  held  at  the 
Science  Museum  of  Virginia. 

For  just  $5,  students  could  bring  a  guest  and  enjoy  food  and 
music  from  around  the  world.  The  crowd  sampled  the  cuisines  of 
Latin  America,  North  America,  the  Caribbean  and  Pacific  Rim,  while 
enjoying  the  mellow  sounds  of  a  jazz  trio,  the  energetic  beat  of  a 
Latin-Caribbean  band  and  the  rhythmic  vocals  of  acoustic  hip-hop. 

Lauren  Floyd  '09BS/N  took  it  all  in  with  her  three  roommates. 
After  graduation,  they  would  each  be  off  to  jobs  in  different  parts  of 
the  country. 

"It  was  a  terrific  way  to  spend  time  together,"  she  says.  "A  last 
hurrah.  And  the  food  was  amazing." 


David  DeLong  '09PharmD 

agrees.  "It  was  a  fun  and 
relaxing  way  to  meet  up  with 
friends,  enjoy  good  food  and 
live  entertainment,  and  cel- 
ebrate that  we  had  made  it  to 
the  ultimate  goal:  graduation!" 
he  says. 

Floyd  also  won  a  $250  VISA 
gift  card,  one  of  the  top  door- 
prizes.  ("And  I  never  win  any- 
thing!" she  says.)  Other  prizes 
included  Eric  Maynor  basket- 
ball jerseys,  a  VCU  coverlet  and 
a  one-year  membership  in  the 
alumni  association. 

"One  of  the  neatest  aspects,"  DeLong  says  about  the  event, 
"is  that  graduating  students  are  there  from  all  the  different  schools 
VCU  has  to  offer.  It  was  great  to  celebrate  with  friends  from  nurs- 
ing, medicine  and  the  Monroe  Park  Campus." 

Floyd's  advice  to  next  year's  grads  when  they  get  their  invitation 
to  Your  Passport  to  the  World:  "Take  a  little  time  and  enjoy  the  end 
of  your  college  experience.  It  will  be  worth  it." 
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The  MCV  Alumni  Association: 
More  than  the  Sum  of  Its  Parts 


By    Marcy    Horwitz 


The  MCV  Campus  of  Virginia  Commonwealth 
University  brings  together  health  professionals 
from  medicine,  dentistry,  nursing,  pharmacy,  the 
basic  health  sciences  and  allied  health  professions. 
What  can  possibly  unite  faculty,  staff  and  alumni 
from  so  many  different  fields?  Since  1889,  the 
answer  has  been  the  MCV  Alumni  Association. 

The  association  has  come  a  long  way  since  the  days  when  a  small 
group  would  meet  for  long  Sunday  lunches  at  The  Jefferson  Hotel. 
Today,  its  governance  is  in  the  hands  of  representatives  from  across 
the  medical  campus.  An  important  part  of  its  work  is,  certainly, 
encouraging  alumni  support  for  the  schools  and  the  campus  and 
providing  valuable  benefits  like  career  guidance,  discounted  insur- 
ance, and  networking  and  travel  opportunities.  But  that's  just  part 
of  what  the  association  does. 

Most  VCU  alumni  want  to  give  back  to  the  university  in  some 
way,  and  Myra  G.  Owens  '96MS(G)/AH'06PhD/AH  is  no  exception. 
She  takes  time  from  her  work  at  the  School 
of  Medicine  to  serve  as  a  vice  president  of 
the  association,  representing  alumni  of  the 
School  of  Allied  Health  Professions.  Why? 
Nostalgia  is  one  reason.  "1  have  a  great 
WF  fondness  for  the  university,"  says  Owens, 

'  ^^k  a  research  director  in  the  Department  of 

^^BL  Vfeb  Health  Management  and  Policy. 

I     She  speaks  warmly  of  Iris  Parham,  retired 
^H  founding  chair  of  the  School  of  Allied 

Health  Professions  Department  of 
Gerontology,  who  was  like  a  mentor 


Myra  G.  Owens 
'96MS(G)/AH'06PhD/AH 


Bronwyn  Burnham  '89BS/P  with  Pharmacy  Dean  Victor  A. 
Yanchick,  PhD 

to  her.  Volunteering  to  help  alumni  is  a  way  for  Owens  to  "pay  it 
forward"  in  honor  of  the  help  she  received  when  she  was  a  young 
graduate  student. 

A  desire  to  give  back  is  another.  Bronwyn  Burnham  '89BS/P,  a 
pharmacist  with  CVS/Caremark  Cos.,  has  similarly  positive  memo- 
ries of  her  student  days  at  VCU,  where  a  former  president  of  the 
association,  Becky  Snead  '85BS/P,  first  persuaded  her  to  join  the 
association.  Today,  she's  a  vice  president  of  the  group,  represent- 
ing the  School  of  Pharmacy.  Serving  is,  she  says,  "an  honor  and  a 
privilege,  but  I  didn't  realize  how  much  fulfillment  and  knowledge  I 
would  gain  as  a  member  of  the  board." 

A  commitment  to  help  tomorrow's  medical  leadership  is  a  third 
motivating  force. 

Theresa  Gaffney  '81BS/N  works  as  vice  president  of  consulting 
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and  professional  services  with  the  Gannett 
Healthcare  Group  in  Falls  Church,  Va., 
providing  continuing  education  materials 
for  healthcare  professionals. 

"My  class  has  gone  on  to  become 
leaders  of  the  profession,"  she  says, 
acknowledging  the  help  that  alumni  have 
given  each  other,  professionally  and  per- 
sonally, throughout  the  years.  She  encour- 
ages students  and  alumni  to  get  involved. 
"The  alumni  association  is  there  to  sup- 
port you,  to  open  doors,  to  nurture,  to 
mentor.  Don't  be  afraid  to  call  on  them  if  you're  evaluating 
job  opportunities." 

A  desire  to  create  community  motivates  Barry  Kirkpatrick 
'66MD,  professor  and  vice  chair  of  pediatrics,  to  take  an  active  role 
in  the  association.  Kirkpatrick  is  aware  of  the  sense  of  dislocation 


Becky  Snead  '85BS/P 


School  of  Nursing  alumni,  hearing  them 
talk  about  their  history,  their  heritage, 
their  interest  in  helping  create  the  future 
showed  her  the  strength  of  the  associa- 
tion's bonds  with  nursing  students, 
faculty  and  alumni.  She  used  to  say, 
"A  school  of  nursing  is  its  students  and  its 
faculty."  A  single  reunion  weekend  spent 
with  alumni  changed  her  mindset.  Since 
that  time,  she  says,  "A  school  of  nursing  is 
its  faculty,  students  and  alumni." 

James  Revere  '65DDS,  director  of 
planned  giving  at  the  School  of  Dentistry  and  the  association's  new 
president,  applauds  all  of  these  motivations  and  welcomes  newcom- 
ers to  the  group.  There's  plenty  of  work  to  go  around,  he  promises. 
That's  because  the  association  is  in  the  middle  of  a  strategic  plan- 
ning process  involving  the  entire  MCV  Campus  community,  and  the 


James  Revere  '65DDS 
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The  alumni  association 


is  there  to  support  you,  to  open 
doors,  to  nurture,  to  mentor." 


Theresa  Gaffney  '81 BS/N 


that  can  happen  when  students  move  on. 
"It's  very  easy  for  graduates  to  leave  here 
and  think  that  no  one  really  cares  once 
they  get  their  degree.  But  there  is  a  group 
that  cares.  That  group  is  the  alumni  asso- 
ciation." 

Kirkpatrick  says  the  association  has  a 
special  role  to  play  in  connecting  alumni 
to  the  campus  and  vice  versa.  "It's  impor- 
tant to  let  grads  know  what's  happen- 
ing in  their  schools,  to  their  faculty 
and  their  staff  members.  They  need  to 
know  about  new  research,  new  areas  and  concepts  in  teaching."  As 
an  example,  he  cites  the  School  of  Dentistry's  use  of  electronic  man- 
nequins to  teach  students  how  to  do  pro- 
cedures. Developments  like  that,  he  says, 
"will  change  the  way  healthcare  profession- 
als practice  in  the  future." 

Even  those  who  don't  have  a  formal 
role  to  play  with  the  alumni  association 
see  its  value.  Nancy  Langston,  dean  of 
the  School  of  Nursing,  remembers  how 
impressed  she  was  with  the  association's 
influence  when  she  first  arrived  on 
Barry  Kirkpatrick  '66MD     campus  some  18  years  ag0  Meeting 


association  and  its  members  have  a  role  to  play. 

"We'd  like  for  them  to  know  what's  going  on  here,"  says  Revere. 
He  explains  the  strategic  plan's  main  goal  is  to  explore  ways  in 
which  the  association  can  more  closely  align  its  organization,  pri- 
orities, programs,  activities  and  communications  with  those  of  the 
schools.  "The  objective  is  to  increase  the  engagement  and  participa- 
tion of  MCV  Campus  alumni  through  a  closer  working  relationship 
between  the  association  and  its  component  schools." 

That  is  some  tall  order,  but  Revere  is  confident  that  the  group 
will  achieve  its  goal. 

"At  the  end  of  my  term,  I  want  to  see  a  much  stronger  relation- 
ship with  the  alumni  association  and  the  individual  schools  on  the 
medical  campus,  so  that  each  group  understands  the  goals  of  the 
others.  Together  we  can  be  greater  than  the  sum  of  our  parts." 

Marcy  Horwitz  is  a  freelance  writer  in  Richtnond. 


Help  Us  Help  You  Stay  Connected! 

Jain  the  MCV  Alumni  Association  and  keep  Scarab  coming 
to  the  mailboxes  of  all  MCV  Campus  alumni. 

Your  $40  membership  dues  help  us  cover  the  increasing  costs 

of  printing  and  postage.  Join  today!  (See  page  4  for  more  information 

on  how  to  join.) 


Forty  and  Fabulous  Tor-RankPH  sahp 

Department  of  Nurse  Anesthesia  Celebrates 


By    Sande    Snead 


More  than  160  years  ago  when  someone  was  needed  to  hold  the  ether 
mask  to  anesthetize  a  patient  for  surgery,  usually  a  surgical  resident 
or  a  nurse  handled  the  task.  The  surgical  residents,  however,  also  had 
an  interest  in  observing  the  surgery  as  part  of  their  training  and  jug- 
gling the  two  activities  had  an  impact  on  patient  care. 

"Because  the  nurses  were  able  to  concentrate  on  the  patient, 
surgeons  noticed  there  were  fewer  complications  related  to 
the  anesthesia,"  says  Elizabeth  G.  Howell  '04MSNA,  assis- 
tant professor  in  the  Virginia  Commonwealth  University 
School  of  Allied  Health  Professions  Department  of  Nurse 
Anesthesia.  "The  surgeons 
began  requesting  specific 
nurses  to  administer  ether 
and  started  forming  teams 
of  nurses  to  perform  this 
task.  That's  how  it  became  a 
specialty  for  nurses." 

VCU's  nurse  anesthesia  program 

$3^^i^''  "^H  I  was  first  organized  in  1969- In  1978> 

Herbert  Watson,  MEd,  CRNA,  was 
recruited  as  the  first  chair  of 
the  department  and  charged 
with  developing  a  degree- 
granting  curriculum. 

"When  I  came  to  VCU 
(thenMCV)  in  1978,  the 

school  was  awarding  an  18-month  certificate  for  nurse 

anesthetists,"  Watson  says. 

Under  his  leadership,  the  VCU  program  became 

the  first  in  the  country  to  offer  a  Master  of  Science  in 

Nurse  Anesthesia  (MSNA).  The  school  is  currently  raising 

funds  for  an  endowed  professorship  in  Watson's  honor 

(see  sidebar). 

"Watson  was  the  architect  of  the  first  master's  degree  program 

in  nurse  anesthesia  in  1979,"  says  Michael  Fallacaro,  DNS,  CRNA, 

the  current  chair.  "Now,  33  percent  of  the  programs  in  the  country 

offer  an  MSNA. 

"We  also  have  gained  significant  notoriety  because  of  our 

distance-learning  capabilities  serving  medically  deprived  areas 


Assistant  Professor 
Beverly  George  Gay 
instructing  basic  intuba- 
tion on  a  patient  simulator 


amongst  the  Appalachian  coalfields,"  Fallacaro  says. 

This  fall  the  department  will  have  35  students  at  two  distance 
campuses,  Abingdon  and  Roanoke,  Va.  The  program  was  initiated 
in  2004. 

"In  the  smaller,  more  rural  communities,  it's  a  great  opportunity 
for  the  students  who  live  there  as  well  as  for  these  areas  that  have  a 
real  need  for  healthcare  providers,"  Howell  says.  "Typically, 
students  from  these  areas  would  have  to  leave  their  homes 
and  families  in  order  to  attend  a  nurse  anesthesia  program. 
Now  they  are  able  to  stay  closer  to  home,  and  these  indi- 
viduals usually  stay  in  the  community  once  they  finish  the 
program,  which  helps  the  hospitals  and  patients  in  these 
underserved  areas." 

Also  on  the  cutting  edge  is  the  department's 
Elizabeth  G.  Howell      Center  for  Research  and  Human  Simulation,  a 
'04MSNA  high-fidelity  simulation  laboratory  featuring  sophisti- 

cated human  patient  simulators. 
"We  are  fortunate  to  be  at  the  forefront  of  institutions  of  higher 
learning  in  offering  simulator-based  anesthesia  crisis         ^^^BP I 
resource  management  training  for  graduate  students 
and  nurse  anesthetists  alike.  Our  lab,  along 
with  a  highly  talented  faculty  complement, 
is  also  active  in  providing  university  and 
community  service  activities  across  several 
disciplines  and  populations,"  Fallacaro  says. 
"People  come  from  distant  universities, 
including  East  Carolina  University  in  North 
Carolina  as  well  as  Northeastern  University  in 
Massachusetts,  for  this  highly  specialized 
simulation  experience." 

In  2007,  the  department  became  the 
first  in  the  nation  to  offer  the  optional 
Doctor  of  Nurse  Anesthesia  Practice  degree  (DNAP). 
The  program  graduated  six  candidates  in  May  2009. 

The  Department  of  Nurse  Anesthesia  has  rea- 
son to  be  proud  of  the  progress  it  has  made  in  four 
decades.  Not  only  has  it  grown  from  two  students  in 
1969  to  a  current  enrollment  of  120  graduate  students 
rotating  through  more  than  30  clinical  sites  in  four 


Michael  Fallacaro, 
DNS,  CRNA 


Graduate  students  provide  anesthesia  in  the  department's 
Center  for  Research  in  Human  Simulation  while  distance 
learning  students  observe  (on  screen)  from  300  miles  away. 


different  states,  but  also  since  2003  U.S.  News  & 
World  Report  has  recognized  the  program's  inno- 
vations and  achievements  by  ranking  it  as  the  top 
nurse  anesthesia  program  in  the  country. 

When  alumni  and  faculty  gathered  Oct.  31 
for  a  40th  anniversary  gala  dinner  at  the  32nd 
Nurse  Anesthesiology  Faculty  Associates  Annual 
Anesthesia  Conference  in  Williamsburg,  Va.,  they 
had  much  to  celebrate. 

Sande  Snead  is  a  senior  account  executive  with 
Pulsar  Advertising  and  a  freelance  writer  in 
Richmond. 

Joan  Tupponce  also  contributed  to  this  story. 


Herbert  T.  Watson,  MEd,  CRNA, 
on  November  1981  cover  of 
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Graduate  students  practice  pediatric  advanced  life  methods  in 
Abingdon,  Va. 


Endowed  Professorship  to 

Honor  Herbert  T.  Watson, 

MEd,  CRNA 

Herbert  T.  Watson,  MEd,  CRNA,  professor  emeritus  and  former 
chair  of  the  VCU  School  of  Allied  Health  Professions  Department  of 
Nurse  Anesthesia,  has  received  numerous  honors  over  the  course  of 
his  career,  both  in  the  military  and  during  his  long  career  at  VCU, 
but  the  endowed  professorship  in  his  name,  for  which  the  school  is 
currently  raising  money,  is  a  distinct  honor,  he  says. 

Watson  served  as  professor  and  chair  of  the  department  for  17 
years,  transforming  it  from  a  certificate  program  to  the  first  program 
in  the  country  to  offer  a  master's  degree  in  nurse  anesthesia. 
"He  was  a  true  pioneer  in  the  field  of  nurse  anesthesia,"  says 
Michael  Fallacarro,  DNS,  CRNA,  the  current 
department  chair. 

The  Herbert  T.  Watson  Professorship  will 
help  recruit  and  honor  outstanding  scholars. 
Watson  earned  his  nursing  diploma  from 
Willard  State  Hospital  in  Willard,  N.Y.,  and  was 
a  distinguished  graduate  of  the  Brooke  Army 
Medical  Center  Program  for  Anesthesia  at  Fort 
Sam  Houston,  Texas.  After  earning  a  baccalaure- 
ate degree  in  nursing  from  Syracuse  University  in 
N.Y.  in  1965,  Watson  went  on  to  earn  a  Master 
of  Science  in  psychiatric  and  mental  health  nurs- 
ing and  a  master's  in  education  from  Columbia 
University  in  1971.  He  served  in  the  Air  Force  for 
23  years,  including  during  World  War  II,  receiv- 
ing numerous  medals  of  honor.  Before  coming  to 
VCU,  Watson  was  the  senior  consultant  in  nurse 
anesthesia  to  the  surgeon  general. 

In  addition,  Watson  created  Nurse 
Anesthesiology  Faculty  Associates  (NAFA),  a 
continuing  education  enterprise,  in  1977.  He 
directed  this  organization  until  2007  when,  at  the  age  of  80,  he  gifted 
the  entity  to  the  department  to  allow  himself  more  time  to  care  for 
his  wife,  Beverly.  He  remains  emeritus  director. 

"Herb  could  have  sold  NAFA  and  made  a  fair  amount  of  money, 
but  he  donated  it  to  the  program,"  Fallacaro  says. 

In  2006,  the  department  named  its  new  student  library 
the  Herbert  T.  Watson  Library  and  now  offers  The  Herbert  T. 
Watson  Patient  Safety  Lecture  in  his  honor  at  each  year's  NAFA 
Williamsburg  Conference. 

Watson  also  served  as  vice  chair  of  the  American  Association  of 
Nurse  Anesthetists  Council  on  Accreditation  and  is  a  past  president 
of  the  Virginia  Association  of  Nurse  Anesthetists.  He  currently  serves 
on  the  VCU  Executive  Committee  for  Retired  Faculty  Council. 

To  support  the  Herbert  T.  Watson  Professorship  with  a  tax 
deductible  donation  contact  Jessica  F.  Gurganus,  senior  director  of 
development  for  the  School  of  Allied  Health  Professions,  at  804-828- 
3269  orjfgurgamis@vcu.edu;  or  Elizabeth  Howell,  assistant  professor 
in  the  Department  of  Nurse  Anesthesia,  at  804-628-3199  or 
howelleg@vcu.edu. 
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FOUNDATION 


Join  MCV's  many  alumni  and  friends  who  have  made  a  commitment 
to  the  future  of  medical  education,  research  and  patient  care  at  the 
Medical  College  of  Virginia  Campus  of  VCU.  Creating  a  bequest  or 
other  planned  gift  enables  the  healthcare  providers  of  tomorrow  to 
receive  an  excellent  education  today. 

Celebrating  60  Years  Serving  the  MCV  Campus  of  Virginia  Commonwealth  University 


For  additional  information  on  how  your  planned  gifts  might  benefit  the  MCV  Foundation,  create  a  legacy  and  meet  your 
own  financial  needs,  please  call  804.828.9734  or  visit  the  MCV  Foundation  Web  site  at  www.mcvfoundation.org. 


T  .poking  to  the  Future 

New  VCU  President  Hits  the  Ground  Running 


By    Melanie    Irvin    Solaimani 





The  energetic  new  president  of  Virginia  Commonwealth  University, 
Michael  Rao,  PhD,  has  hit  the  ground  running  since  taking  the  helm 
of  the  state's  largest  university  on  July  1.  His  main  focus  is  on  solidi- 
fying VCU's  reputation  as  an  emerging  public  research  institution 
and  enhancing  the  student  experience. 

"Everything  we  do  must  be  done  in 
the  context  of  strengthening  the  living  and 
learning  environment  for  our  students  to 
ensure  their  success,"  says  Dr.  Rao,  who 
also  is  president  of  the  VCU  Health  System. 

He  emphasizes  the  importance  of  cross- 
campus,  interdisciplinary  collaborations 
to  support  the  university's  research  mis- 
sion and  to  support  teaching,  learning  and 
patient  care. 

"The  university  and  health  system 
are  poised  to  enter  an  unprecedented  era 
of  excellence  in  teaching  and  learning, 
research,  creative  work,  clinical  care  and 
outreach.  Working  collaboratively  to  fully 
integrate  our  campuses,  we  will  strengthen 
our  academic  foundation  to  help  propel  us 
forward,"  Dr.  Rao  says. 

In  August,  Dr.  Rao  told  the  Board 
of  Visitors  that  he's  focused  on  cancer 
research,  treatment  and  patient  care  and 
has  reinforced  this  priority  in  meetings 
with  legislators,  the  governor,  the  univer- 
sity's vice  presidents  and  the  VCU  Health 
System  leadership. 

"It  is  a  very  important  thing  for  us  to 
be  rallied  around,"  Dr.  Rao  says.  "Virginia  ranks  12th  not  only  for 
population  but  also  for  the  raw  number  of  cancer  cases  and  cancer 
deaths.  It  is  hard  to  rationalize  that  of  the  12  most  populous  states 
in  the  U.S.,  Virginia  is  one  of  only  two  that  does  not  have  a  NCI- 
designated  comprehensive  cancer  center.  We  must  elevate  the 
VCU  Massey  Cancer  Center's  NCI  designation  to  the  comprehen- 
sive level." 

But  while  he  is  the  official  face  of  the  presidency,  Dr.  Rao  makes 
every  effort  to  involve  his  tight-knit  family  —  wife  Monica  and 
sons  Miguel,  who  turns  10  in  November,  and  Aiden,  who  turned  1 
in  May  —  in  his  VCU  duties.  Monica,  a  watercolorist  and  graphic 
designer,  already  has  begun  to  bolster  relations  among  VCU's  inter- 
national alumni,  a  growing  and  important  part  of  the  university's 
alumni  family. 

Miguel  and  Aiden  will  get  to  know  the  VCU  community,  too, 
participating  in  events  and  coming  to  campus  for  visits,  just  as  they 
did  when  their  dad  was  president  of  Central  Michigan  University. 

During  Dr.  Rao's  nine-year  tenure  at  Central  Michigan 
University  (CMU),  the  university  significantly  increased  faculty 
positions  and  research  productivity,  developed  academic  programs 


and  improved  performance.  Under  his  leadership,  CMU  gained 
approval  to  establish  a  medical  school  and  MD  degree  program, 
partnering  with  large  healthcare  systems. 

Now  in  Richmond,  he's  facing  some  tough  choices  as  the  state 
pulls  even  more  support  amid  these  tough 
economic  times. 

"We  really  need  to  focus  on  our  priori- 
ties and  make  choices  about  what  we  are 
going  to  do  and  what  we  are  not  going 
to  do.  The  quest  we  are  really  after  is  to 
strengthen  our  academic  profile,"  Dr.  Rao 
says.  "I  was  drawn  to  VCU  because  it  is  a 
university  that  fosters  entrepreneurship, 
innovation,  access,  student  and  alumni  suc- 
cess and  diversity.  As  I  look  to  the  future, 
these  qualities  will  flourish  as  VCU  solidi- 
fies its  position  as  a  first-choice  university 
for  many  of  the  most  motivated  and  talent- 
ed students  from  Virginia  and  beyond." 
Alumni  play  a  key  role  in  fostering 
VCU's  reputation  and  encouraging  the  next 
generation  of  students  to  attend,  he  says. 

"I  have  learned  over  the  years  that  there 
is  no  university  stronger  than  one  that  is 
engaged  with  active  alumni,"  Dr.  Rao  says. 
"Alumni  have  the  responsibility  of  telling 
their  story,  of  showing  the  success  they  have 
found  because  of  their  VCU  degree." 

He  also  recognizes  the  need  to  appre- 
ciate and  celebrate  the  past.  "RPI  and 
MCV  are  important  parts  of  our  history. 
Celebrating  our  proud  heritage  while  we  move  forward  as  a  united 
university  is  what  I  am  focusing  on  with  our  alumni  and  our  univer- 
sity community,"  he  says. 

The  next  step  in  the  evolution  of  the  university  is  to  challenge  its 
students  to  raise  their  expectations. 

"It's  not  pushing  people  beyond  their  limit,  it's  basically  saying 
this  is  where  I  want  us  to  be  because  I  know  we  can  be  there;  with 
students  in  particular,  they  will  all  jump  to  that  higher  level  if  you 
challenge  them.  Even  if  they  don't  all  reach  that  highest  level,  they 
will  all  feel  better  for  stretching  themselves  and  that  will  set  the  tone 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives,"  he  says.  "It  will  change  the  way  they  look 
at  themselves  as  leaders  in  our  community.  It  will  change  the  way 
they  look  at  their  degree  and  what  it  meant  to  them,  their  overall 
experience  at  VCU." 

Melanie  Irvin  Solaimani  is  director  of  Advancement  Communications 
at  VCU. 
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The  World... 
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2010  Trips 

Jan.  25-Feb.  4  Peru 

March  19-27  Monumental  Rome 

April  22-30  Waterways  of  Holland  and  Belgium  River  Life  Cruise  (II) 

April  30-May  9         Treasures  of  Morocco 
April  30-May  10         Sicily 

May  18-26         Provence 

June  16-27         Italian  Lakes  &  Dalmatian  Coast 

Scandinavian  &  Russian  Splendors  Cruise  (II) 
Canadian  Maritimes 
Paris  and  London  (via  Eurostar  train) 
Grand  Journey  Around  the  World 
Ancient  Greece  and  Turkey  Island  Life  Cruise 
Tuscany  -  Cortona 
Mediterranean  Inspiration  Cruise 
Holiday  Markets  on  the  Danube 


Aug.18-Sept  2 
Aug.  25-Sept.  3 
Aug.  6-14 
Aug.  29-Sept.  22 
Sept.  5-13 
Sept.  15-23 
Oct.  17-30 
Nov.  26-Dec.  4 


For  more  information,  call 
(804)  828-3900  or  (800)  MCV-7799 
or  visit  our  Web  site  at 
www.vcu-mcvalumni.org/mcvaa 


MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU:  Life  Members 

The  association  is  grateful  for  all  of  its  annual  and  life  members. 

The  following  alumni  and  friends  became  life  members  between  Sept.  1 3,  2008  and  Sept.  1 7,  2009. 


Ms.  Corinne  R.  Shelton-Adams 

Dr.  William  B.  Adams 

Mr.  Jeremy  Aisenberg 

Dr.  Laura  Aisenberg 

Dr.  Ronald  R.  Alligood  II 

Dr.  Ok  Chon  Allison 

Mrs.  Patty  D.  Altland 

Mrs.  Gina  Marie  Ancarrow 

Dr.  Mitchell  S.  Anscher 

Mrs.  Sherry  M.  Anscher 

Dr.  Jeffrey  E.  Atkinson 

Mrs.  Mildred  G.  Bailey 

Mr.  Stephen  L.  Barrett 

Mrs.  Amanda  T.  Baxter 

Mr.  Donald  Andrews  Baxter 

Mrs.  Kelly  C.  Bell 

Mr.  Kurt  J.  Bell 

Dr.  Robert  H.  Blease 

Dr.  Thomas  J.  Bohanon  Jr. 

Ms.  Jennifer  C.  Valentine  Boyd 

Dr.  Alvin  W.  Breeden  Jr. 

Dr.  Bruce  H.  Broecker 

Dr.  D.  Earl  Brown 

Mrs.  Lelia  M.  Brown 

Dr.  Abbott  Byrd  III 

Dr.  Allison  Byrd 

Dr.  Bina  K.  Chaudhari 

Dr.  Stephen  N.  Cherewaty 

Dr.  Gail  Clary 

Dr.  Stephen  A.  Cohen 

Dr.  Susan  S.  Cohen 

Mrs.  Nancy  C.  Cook 

Dr.  Phillip  M.  Cook 

Dr.  J.  James  Cotter 

Ms.  Sharon  H.  Craft 

Dr.  Samuel  Daniels 

Dr.  Ronald  K.  Davis 


Mrs.  Helen  DeAngelis 
Dr.  Robert  N.  DeAngelis 
Dr.  Shari  A.  Del  Do 
Dr.  Aditi  Dhakar 
Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Drummond 
Sister  Patricia  A.  Eck 
Dr.  Thomas  J.  Eichler 
Dr.  Daniel  M.  Etheridge 
Mr.  John  F.  Felts  Jr. 
Dr.  Randy  Ferrance 
Mrs.  Barbara  F.  Fitzgerald 
Mrs.  Virginia  R.  Foster 
Dr.  Robert  C.  Frazier 
Dr.  William  N.  Gee  Jr. 
Dr.  Avi  Benjamin  Gibberman 
Dr.  Patricia  Gillen 
Dr.  Amit  Gogia 
Dr.  Laura  Gogia 
Dr.  Clarence  Gowen 
Dr.  Marilyn  Gowen 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Green  III 
Mrs.  Carol  A.  Hall 
Mr.  Charles  R.  Hall 
Mrs.  Renee  D.  Hammill 
Mrs.  Gwenivere  L.  Hancock 
Dr.  H.  Bradford  Hawley 
Dr.  Janice  L.  Heckel 
Mrs.  Gloria  G.  Hildebrand 
Dr.  Edward  V.  Horton  Jr. 
Dr.  Karrie  N.  Howard 
Ms.  Elizabeth  G.  Howell 
Dr.  Daniel  G.  Jenkins 
Mr.  James  L.  Jenkins 
Dr.  Dianne  V.  Jewell 
Dr.  David  E.  Johnsen 
Mrs.  Robyn  Fox  Johnsen 
Dr.  Dionne  A.  Johnson 


Ms.  Gail  S.  Johnson 
Dr.  Perry  E.  Jones 
Dr.  S.  Kimberly  Jones 
Mrs.  Norma  S.  Kempton 
Dr.  Alison  R.  Kinsler 
Dr.  Sevan  H.  Kolejian 
Dr.  Rebecca  L.  Krochmal 
Ms.  Deborah  L.  Kurylo 
Dr.  Jeffrey  T.  Kushinka 
Mr.  R.  Lee  Litchfield 
Ms.  Rebecca  S.  Manley 
Dr.  Steven  M.  Marcus 
Dr.  Robert  S.  Markley 
Mr.  Robert  M.  Mason 
Dr.  Madge  D.  May 
Dr.  Douglas  D.  Mayo 
Dr.  Robert  Scott  McClelland 
Mrs.  Nancy  L.  McFarlane 
Mr.  Ronald  H.  McFarlane 
Mrs.  Loretta  D.  McMahan 
Mrs.  Nancy  B.  Messick 
Mrs.  Dixie  L.  Moore 
Ms.  Patricia  B.  Moore 
Mrs.  Carole  S.  Morehead 
Dr.  Patricia  M.  Morrison 
Dr.  Jefferson  E.  Moulds 
Dr.  Russell  Mullen 
Dr.  Dianne  Murphy 
Dr.  Kenley  Ward  Neuman 
Dr.  Adefolaju  Oketokun 
Dr.  Anuprita  D.  Patkar 
Dr.  Christine  L.  Piascik 
Dr.  Patrick  T.  Quisenberry 
Ms.  Carrie  M.  Rash 
Dr.  Christopher  B.  Rash 
Dr.  Alvin  Reaves 
Mr.  Robert  W.  Rorrer 


Dr.  A.  D.  Sakowski  Jr. 
Dr.  Ronny  K.  Sangid 
Dr.  Eric  Todd  Scheyer 
Mrs.  Doris  C.  Scott 
Ms.  Suzanne  S.  Seay 
Dr.  Rebecca  L.  Sentman 
Dr.  Mary  Snyder  Shall 
Dr.  Michael  C.  Shuck 
Dr.  K.  Martin  Simon 
Dr.  Samuel  M.  Sohn 
Dr.  David  W.  Stone  Jr. 
Dr.  Seabury  D.  Stoneburner 
Ms.  Debra  D.  Szalwinski 
Mr.  Mark  A.  Szalwinski 
Mrs.  Martha  M.  Talley 
Ms.  Jessica  M.  Thies 
Mrs.  Sandra  B.  Underhill 
Dr.  Yvonnecris  S.  Veal 
Dr.  Amir  Vokshoor 
Dr.  Mary  E.  Walder 
Dr.  E.  Ayn  Welleford 
Dr.  Scott  A.  Wenk 
Dr.  John  C.  Williams 
Mrs.  Carol  T.  Wingo 
Dr.  William  H.  Wolfe 
Dr.  Alan  Yoho 
Dr.  Emma  Yoho 
Dr.  Conrad  R.  Zapanta 
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Happy  Anniversary! 


The  Division  of  Dental  Hygiene  Turns  40 


By    Dana    Barss    Weiss 


Cutting  the  cake:  Ann  Dinius,  BSDH,  EdD,  founding  director  of  the  dental  hygiene  program 
Dentistry  Dean  Ron  Hunt,  DDS;  Kim  Isringhausen  '95BS(DH)/D'04MPH(PH)/M,  chair  of  the 
dental  hygiene  department;  and  Janet  Scharer,  dental  hygiene  director  emeritus. 


"The  biggest  event  in  the  history  of  the  whole  program." 

That's  how  (im  Doyle,  director  of  alumni  engagement  for  the 
School  of  Dentistry,  describes  the  Dental  Hygiene  40th  Birthday 
Bash,  held  in  April  2009. 

"We  were  the  first  dental  hygiene  program  in  Virginia  to  offer 
the  baccalaureate  degree,"  says  founding  director  Ann  Dinius,  BSDH, 
EdD.  The  program  produced  its  first  graduating  class  in  1 97 1 . 

Before  being  recruited  by  Virginia  Commonwealth  University, 
Dinius  was  a  faculty  member  at  the  University  of  Washington 
School  of  Dentistry,  Department  of  Dental  Hygiene,  and  had 
spent  the  1967-1968  academic  year  on  the  staff  of  the  University  of 
Utrecht  Dental  Institute  Department  of  Periodontics  in  Utrecht,  The 
Netherlands.  In  January  1969,  she  became  the  first  full-time  female 
faculty  member  in  the  VCU  School  of  Dentistry. 


Jackie  Jackson  '72DH/D  remembers 
that  time  well.  "Back  then,  there  was  a 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  women 
would  work  in  their  field  once  family 
considerations  became  a  priority.  We 
were  very  visible  because  there  were  no 
women  in  the  dental  school  classes." 
Women  now,  as  then,  comprise  more 
than  90  percent  of  all  of  the  division's 
graduating  classes  and  about  40  percent 
of  the  dental  school  student  body. 
Kim  Isringhausen  '95BS(DH)/ 
D'04MPH(PH)/M,  the  program's  cur- 
rent director,  says  proudly,  "VCU  is 
one  of  two  baccalaureate  degree  dental 
hygiene  programs  in  the  state,  but  it  is 
the  only  one  that  is  situated  in  a  dental 
school."  This  distinction  not  only  fosters 
collaboration  between  the  dental  hygiene 
program  and  the  dentistry  program,  but 
it  also  provides  students  with  frequent 
opportunities  to  interact  with  each  other 
as  future  colleagues. 

The  program  is  further  distinguished 
by  continuing  Dinius'  vision  to  empha- 
size community  dentistry.  Students  are 
exposed  to  a  variety  of  patient  populations  and  numerous  specialty 
clinics.  "A  substantia]  portion  of  our  curriculum  is  dedicated  to 
community-based  dentistry,"  Isringhausen  says.  "This  is  real-world 
exposure  that  drives  cultural  competence  and  gives  students  a  much 
greater  appreciation  for  what  community-based  services  provide." 

Like  so  many  alumni,  Jackson  thinks  the  program  "launched  us 
to  be  successful." 

Fundraising  efforts  to  commemorate  the  program's  40th  year 
were  tremendously  successful  and  clearly  demonstrated  support 
on  an  individual  level.  "The  alumni  very  much  appreciate  what  the 
program  has  allowed  them  to  do  professionally  and  personally," 
Isringhausen  says. 


Carolyn  Booker,  PhD,  assistant  dean 
of  student  services  in  the  School  of 
Dentistry,  shares  a  lighthearted  moment 
at  the  anniversary  celebration  with  Lauren 
Lewis  09BS(DH)/D. 


Isringhausen  enjoys  a  laugh  with  one 
of  the  more  buoyant  dental  hygienists 
at  the  event. 


(Left  to  right)  Mary  Bailey  Tewell  '94BS(DH)/D, 
Dinius  and  Patricia  Brown  Bonwell  '94BS(DH)/ 
D'09MS(G)/AH  celebrate  at  the  festivities 
during  Reunion  2009. 


Anniversary  gifts  and  pledges  totaling  $62,000  will  exclusively 
support  the  program  through  the  Dental  Hygiene  Leadership  Fund. 
Of  this  amount,  alumnae  Jackson  and  Jan  Milner  '71DH/D'83DDS 
raised  $35,000  from  members  of  the 
first  five  graduating  classes.  Thanks 
to  their  generosity,  the  dental  hygiene 
office  suite,  the  program's  new  home  in 
the  W.  Baxter  Perkinson  Jr.  Building,  is 
named  in  honor  of  Dinius. 

Along  with  the  new  building  comes 
a  name  change:  The  Division  of  Dental 
Hygiene  is  now  the  Department  of 
Dental  Hygiene,  a  long-awaited 
designation  that  better  recognizes  and 
describes  the  extent  of  the  program. 
Other  changes  include  an  increase  in 
class  size  (from  20  students  to  40 
students)  and  access  to  state-of-the-art 
classrooms  and  operatories. 

To  mark  this  milestone  anniversary,  an  entire  year  of  celebra- 
tion was  planned.  The  kickoff  event  in  September  2008  featured 
a  visit  from  Esther  Wilkins,  RDH,  DMD,  founding  director  of 
dental  hygiene  at  the  University  of 
Washington  School  of  Dentistry, 
clinical  professor  at  Tufts  University 
School  of  Dental  Medicine  and 
author  of  "The  Clinical  Practice  of 
the  Dental  Hygienist."  First  pub- 
lished in  1959  and  now  in  its  10th 
edition,  the  textbook  has  been  a 
must-have  for  generations  of  dental 
hygiene  students. 

During  her  time  on  the  MCV 
Campus,  Wilkins  visited  classrooms 
and  attended  a  luncheon  in  her 
honor,  delighting  students  and 
faculty.  Festivities  continued  that 
afternoon  at  a  reception  and 
book  signing  in  the  MCV  Alumni 


Special  guest  Esther  Wilkins,  RDH,  DMD  visiting 
classes  during  the  kick-off  event  in  September 
2008 


House,  where  alumni,  students  and  Wilkins  chose  the  official  40th 
anniversary  logo. 

On  April  24,  during  Reunion  2009,  nearly  200  alumni,  faculty 

and  students  danced,  sang,  reconnected 
and  celebrated  at  the  Dental  Hygiene 
40th  Birthday  Bash  in  the  Omni  James 
River  Ballroom.  Decorations  festooning 
the  room  included  balloon  sculptures 
shaped  like  toothbrushes,  crowns  and 
even  a  dental  hygienist.  Isringhausen 
and  the  two  previous  program  directors, 
Dinius  and  Janet  Scharer,  presented 
certificates  and  silver  key  chains 
recognizing  the  Top  40  Outstanding 
DH  Alumni. 

"The  party  was  just  so  much  fun," 
Isringhausen  says.  "No  one  wanted  to 
go  home!" 

Anniversary  activities  concluded 
Oct.  30,  2009,  with  the  annual  black-tie  Friends  of  Dental  Education 
Dinner  at  the  Virginia  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  The  dinner  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  special  event  at  the  school  for  donors:  the  unveiling  of  a 
plaque  officially  naming  the  Dinius 
Dental  Hygiene  Office  Suite. 

Dinius  first  found  out  about  the 
honor  in  April  when  Jackson  hosted 
a  dinner  at  her  Monument  Avenue 
home  honoring  alumni  donors  from 
the  first  five  graduating  classes.  With 
Dinius  sitting  unaware,  Jackson  and 
Milner  unveiled  an  architectural  ren- 
dering of  the  new  office  suite  to  be 
named  in  her  honor. 

"It  blew  me  away!"  Dinius  says. 


Dinius  with  Jan  Milner  '71  DH/D'83DDS  and  Jackie 
Jackson  '72DH/D,  who  led  the  pledge  effort  at  the  official 
"surprise"  unveiling  at  Jackie's  Monument  Avenue  house 
with  donors  attending. 


Dana  Barss  Weiss  is  a  freelance 
writer  in  Richmond. 
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The  Cnnroy  Family  Legacy: 


A  Mother  &  Daughter  Pursuing  Their  Passions 


By    Kathy    Davis 


A  young  man  in  a  tuxedo  stepped  off  the  elevator  on  the  pediatric 
floor  at  Virginia  Baptist  Hospital  in  Lynchburg  one  spring  weekend 
when  Trish  Smith  Conroy  '78BS/N  was  working.  He  was  on  his  way 
to  pick  up  his  date  for  the  prom,  but  first  he  stopped  to  share  a  bit 
of  that  special  evening  with  Conroy  and  her  co-worker.  As  a  cystic 
fibrosis  patient,  he  was  a  "frequent  flier"  on  the  unit. 

"We  were  his  family,  too,"  Trish  says,  recalling  how  moved  she  was 


"I'm  very  pleased  with  the  education  I  got  there,"  she  says,  "and 
the  camaraderie  and  friendships  I  made  were  really  great!" 

While  working  at  a  summer  camp,  Trish  realized  she  loved  work- 
ing with  kids.  After  she  completed  her  senior-year  leadership  clinical 
on  the  pediatric  unit  at  MCV  Hospitals,  she  knew  what  she  wanted 
to  do. 

"Kids  keep  you  young,"  she  says.  "I  work  in  pediatrics  because  I 


The  Conroy  family  celebrating  Whitney's  graduation  from  the  College  of  William  &  Mary 
(left  to  right):  Brandon,  Hilda  Smith  (Trish's  mother),  Trish,  Whitney,  Paul  and  Patrick 


by  the  young  man's  gesture.  That  moment  is  one  of  many  highlights 
from  her  years  in  pediatrics. 

Trish  grew  up  on  a  farm  in  Brookneal,  Va.,  just  outside  of  Lynch- 
burg. As  a  child,  she  played  pretend  in  a  tot-sized  nursing  uniform 
and  loved  reading  Little  Golden  Books' "Nurse  Nancy,"  which  came 
with  tiny  plastic  Band-Aids. 

"Nursing  is  something  I've  always  wanted  to  do,"  she  says.  "I 
never  considered  another  career." 

When  it  came  time  to  go  to  nursing  school,  MCV  was  the  only 
place  she  applied. 


never  have  to  grow  up." 

Early  in  her  nursing  career,  Trish  moved  quite  a  bit  because  of  her 
husband's  job.  She  worked  on  the  pediatric  unit  at  Duke  University 
Hospital,  in  the  newborn  nursery  at  a  hospital  in  Cleveland,  Tenn., 
and  for  a  group  pediatric  practice  in  Charlottesville,  Va.,  before 
settling  in  Lynchburg.  She  now  has  three  children  of  her  own: 
Brandon,  Whitney  and  Patrick. 

Whitney  is  following  in  her  mother's  footsteps  and  pursuing 
a  healthcare  career.  She  is  in  her  second  year  at  VCU's  School  of 
Pharmacy. 
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"Seeing  what  my  mom  did  in  her  job 
always  piqued  my  interest  because  I  could  see 
the  impact  she  had  on  people  as  a  pediatric 
nurse,"  Whitney  says. 

Whitney  has  always  loved  science,  espe- 
cially chemistry,  and  discovered  an  interest 
in  pharmacy  when  Cindy  Jones  Mclnteer 
'80BS/P  recruited  her  during  high  school  to 
work  at  CVS/pharmacy  in  Lynchburg. 

"Cindy's  been  a  wonderful  mentor,"  Trish 
says.  "She  has  done  so  much  to  encourage  stu- 
dents and  trained  them  as  pharmacy  techs." 

Whitney  worked  at  CVS/pharmacy  all 
through  high  school  and  during  her  under- 
graduate years  at  the  College  of  William  & 
Mary.  She  also  worked  in  a  CVS/pharmacy  in 
Richmond  this  past  summer  after  complet- 
ing her  first  year  of  pharmacy  school.  Going 
to  work  and  realizing  how  much  more  she 
actually  knew  after  just  one  year  in  school  was 
exciting  for  her.  The  class  in  over-the-counter 
medications  she  took  this  past  spring  has  been  particularly  helpful, 
she  says,  because  most  of  the  questions  she  gets  are  about 
those  products. 

"The  best  part  of  the  job  is  interacting  with  patients,"  Whitney 
says.  "Now  I  can  help  counsel  patients  and  answer  their  questions." 


"Nurse  Trish"  knew  what  she  wanted  to 
do  at  an  early  age. 


"It's  like  a  palace  compared  to  what  we 
had,"  she  says.  "The  simulator  labs  are  such  a 
wonderful  hands-on  for  students.  You  don't 
always  get  that  in  a  clinical  setting." 

During  Reunion  Weekend  2009,  Whitney 
was  awarded  the  MCV  Alumni  Association 
Legacy  Scholarship  for  her  academic  ac- 
complishments and  work  as  a  volunteer.  She 
has  maintained  a  strong  grade-point  average 
while  participating  in  several  professional 
organizations  and  serving  as  a  volunteer 
working  with  seniors  at  Imperial  Plaza, 
a  retirement  community  in  Richmond. 
Whitney  is  passionate  about  serving  the 
elderly  and  plans  to  apply  to  the  VCU  School 
of  Allied  Health  Professions  Certificate  in 
Aging  Studies  Program  and  pursue  a  resi- 
dency program  after  graduation  specializing 
in  geriatric  pharmacy. 

"I  just  feel  a  connection  with  that  popula- 
tion," she  says. 
"She's  set  her  goal,  and  she's  going  to  reach  it,"  her  mother  adds 
proudly. 

Whitney  is  not  the  only  member  of  her  family  receiving  kudos 
for  her  hard  work.  Trish  received  the  2008  Craddock  Terry  Award 
in  the  Women  and  Children's  Division  of  Centra  Health  System,  an 


Seeing  what  my  mora  did 

in  her  job  always  piqued 

my  interest  because  I  could  see 

the  impact  she  had  on  people 

as  a  pediatric  nurse. " 


Whitney  applied  early  decision  to  the  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy. 
Going  to  an  in-state  school  was  important,  she  says,  and  VCU  has 
the  oldest  and  best  pharmacy  program  in  the  state.  She  also  likes 
that  the  school  is  part  of  a  major  medical  center  and  that  she  has  the 
chance  to  interact  with  students  from  all  of  the  different  healthcare 
programs. 

"I  was  thrilled,"  Trish  says  about  Whitney's  choice  of  schools. 
"I  was  very  excited  for  her,  knowing  Richmond  and  how  I  liked  it  as 
a  student." 

Trish  also  notes  a  lot  of  changes  have  occurred  on  campus  since 
she  was  in  school,  the  biggest  for  her  being  the  new  School  of 
Nursing  building. 


honor  that  recognizes  excellence  in  nursing  care  and  was  especially 
meaningful,  she  says,  because  she  was  nominated  by  her  peers. 

She  was  a  bit  worried  at  first  because  it  meant  she  had  to  give 
a  speech. 

"But  when  you  get  up  and  talk  about  something  you're  passion- 
ate about,"  Trish  says,  "it's  easy." 


Get  Involved!  The  MCV  Alumni  Association  invites  all  MCV 
Campus  alumni  to  mentor  current  students  through  new  programs 
which  they  are  offering  in  conjunction  with  your  respective  schools. 
Learn  more  on  our  website  or  contact  us  at  mcv-alum@vcu.edu 
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Private  Philanthropy,  Public  Service 
Scholarships  Help  Former  VCU  Medical  Student  Give  Back 


By    M  e  I  a  n  i  e    Irvin    S  o  I  a  i  m  a  n  i 


David  Buxton  had  hiked  through  the  night  to  get  to  camp  high  in 
the  Himalayas.  He  and  the  rest  of  the  team  from  Flying  Doctors  of 
America  had  successfully  avoided  the  fighting  Kashmir  rebel  groups 
in  the  area  around  Tsomoriri  (Salty  Lake)  in  India. 

Buxton,  at  the  time  a  freshman  religion  major  focusing  on 
Tibetan  Buddhism  at  Emory  University,  had  slept  about  two  hours 
when  an  earthquake  of  noise  sprung  him  awake.  Outside  his  tent, 
nomads  were  herding  hundreds  of  yaks  through  the  camp.  They  had 
come  for  medical  aid. 

"I  learned  throughout  the  trip  the  great  distances  and  struggles 
these  families  had  gone  through  to  seek  medical  attention,"  he  says. 
"We  tried  to  assist  them  as  much  as  possible,  but  our  team  had 
limited  supplies  and  resources.  At  times  I  felt  helpless,  but  I  soon 
realized  that  even  though  we  had  few  cures  or  medications  for  these 
patients  our  effort  was  truly 
appreciated.  On  numerous  occa- 
sions, patients  would  try  to  give 
us  something  to  express  their 
gratefulness,  which  ingrained  in 
me  the  value  of  volunteering." 

Buxton  earned  a  medi- 
cal degree  with  honors  in 
psychiatry  from  the  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University 
School  of  Medicine  in  May 
2009.  Today,  he  is  an  intern 
in  the  Brown  University  Adult 
Psychiatry  Residency  Program 
and  continues  to  hold  himself  to 
a  high  standard  of  care  and  per- 
sonal generosity. 

"One  of  the  most  funda- 
mental teachings  of  Buddhism  is 
the  Four  Noble  Truths.  Buddha 
was  said  to  have  based  his  first 

teaching  discourse  after  enlightenment  on  these  concepts,"  he  says. 
"The  first  of  these  truths  is  the  idea  that  life  is  suffering.  I  believe 
that  through  the  act  of  giving  to  another  person  we  can  ease  their 
suffering." 

That's  why  he  decided  to  pursue  medicine,  so  he  could  give 
back  personally. 

"I  could  not  imagine  studying  compassion  in  a  book  all  day 
instead  of  actually  helping  others,"  Buxton  says. 

As  a  student  at  VCU,  he  was  recognized  for  his  volunteer  service 
and  outstanding  academic  acumen  with  many  awards,  including  the 
Harry  and  Zackia  Annual  Scholarship.  The  Shaias  owned  the  Skull 
and  Bones  Restaurant,  which  fed  countless  MCV  Campus  students 
over  the  years,  beginning  in  1 937.  After  the  deaths  of  Harry  and 
Zackia  Shaia,  three  of  their  sons,  William,  Richard  and  Harry  Jr., 
along  with  his  children,  established  a  charitable  foundation  in 
their  memory. 

First,  Edward,  another  son,  and  Richard  established  the  Harry 
and  Zackia  Memorial  Lectureship  in  the  School  of  Medicine.  Then 
the  foundation  set  up  scholarships  in  the  Schools  of  Medicine  and 
Pharmacy.  Today,  many  members  of  the  extended  family  are  gradu- 
ates of  MCV  Campus  schools. 


David  with  his  parents,  Patricia 


"We  thought  that  it  would  be  very  worthy  and  very  worthwhile 
to  give  back  to  the  schools  that  gave  so  much  success  to  our  family 
and  to  the  relationship  our  family  enjoyed  with  all  of  those  in  the 
college  complex,"  Harry  Shaia  Jr.  says. 

The  Shaias  were  thrilled  with  the  selection  of  Buxton  as  their 
first  scholarship  recipient. 

"David  is  an  exemplary  person  who  is  a  credit  to  the  school  and 
to  his  family  and  to  everyone  who  has  had  a  part  in  his  develop- 
ment," he  says.  "He  is  everything  that  we  could  have  hoped  for  in 
terms  of  an  individual  who  receives  support,  from  any  source." 

Once  at  the  School  of  Medicine,  Buxton  continued  his  commu- 
nity service  efforts.  As  a  first-year  medical  student,  Buxton  collabo- 
rated with  Patrick  Mason,  MD,  to  foster  the  Honduras  Outreach 
Medical  Brigada  Relief  Effort  or  HOMBRE.  Not  only  did  Buxton 
direct  a  medical  student  trip  to  Honduras,  which  raised  more  than 
$14,500  and  treated  more  than 
7,000  patients,  but  he  also 
helped  re-establish  nonprofit 
status  for  the  group  and  created 
a  board  of  trustees. 

In  acknowledgement  of  his 
efforts,  Buxton  won  the  Medical 
Society  of  Virginia  Foundation's 
Salute  to  Service  Award,  becom- 
ing the  first  medical  student  to 
receive  this  honor. 

He  recognizes  the  impact 
private  philanthropy  has  on 
students'  lives  and  hopes  to 
continue  the  tradition  of 
alumni  giving. 

"The  overwhelming  cost  of 
and  Martin  Buxton,  MD  medical  education  is  a  constant 

concern  during  my  training,  and 
I  feel  fortunate  to  have  had  some 
assistance.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  provide  the  same  opportunity  for  a 
medical  student  in  the  future,"  he  says. 

Schools  and  units  on  the  MCV  Campus  depend  on  private  phi- 
lanthropy to  help  achieve  their  missions. 

The  ability  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  for  example,  to  attract 
students  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  the  community  at  large  is 
limited  by  the  availability  of  financial  assistance,  explains  School  of 
Medicine  Dean  Jerome  F.  Strauss  III,  MD,  PhD.  It  is  not  surpris- 
ing, then,  that  student  scholarships  have  been  a  major  priority  for 
Strauss  since  he  arrived  at  the  School  of  Medicine. 

"The  escalating  cost  of  a  medical  education  is  a  challenge  for 
creating  a  pool  of  physicians  who  are  dedicated  to  primary  care 
and  are  working  in  communities  that  are  underserved  by  medical 
professionals,"  he  says.  "We  are  committed  to  having  diversity  in 
our  classes  and  making  sure  that  we're  training  a  work  force  that  is 
reflective  of  our  applicant  pool  and  the  populations  we're  serving." 

To  make  a  scholarship  gift,  contact  William  P.  Kotti,  president  of 
the  MCV  Foundation,  at  (804)  828-9734  or  wpkotti@vcu.edu 

Melanie  Irvin  Solaimani  is  director  of  Advancement  Communications 
at  VCU 


OUNDS 


VCU    School    of    Dentistry    breaks 

GROUND     ON     CLINIC     IN     W I S  E  ,     V  A  . 

The  $5  million  clinic  will  house  and  train 
students  in  their  final  year  of  dental  school 
while  providing  affordable  services  to  local 
residents.  The  groundbreaking  ceremony 
was  held  Aug.  6.  Architects,  engineers  and 
officials  will  work  through  the  winter  to  fin- 
ish plans  and  obtain  permits,  says  Dean  Ron 
Hunt.  Actual  construction  should  begin  by 
April  2010,  with  the  clinic  opening  by  spring 
201 1.  Hunt  noted  that  although  the  General 


year's  Jackie  Jackson  Lectureship  was  given 
by  new  VCU  President  Michael  Rao,  PhD, 
who  spoke  about  diversity  in  higher  educa- 
tion and  at  VCU. 

On  Oct.  28,  the  school  hosted  the  Legacy 
Lectureship  in  Psychiatric-Mental  Health 
Nursing.  Established  in  2002  by  four  for- 
mer nursing  faculty  members  (Drs.  Lorna 
Barrell,  Katherine  Bobbitt,  Gloria  Francis 
and  Barbara  Munjas),  the  Legacy  Lectureship 
brings  prominent  scholars  in  the  field  of  psy- 
chiatric-mental health  nursing  to  the  school 


Dentistry  Dean  Ron  Hunt,  DDS,  at  groundbreaking  in  Wise,  Va. 


Assembly  set  aside  funds  for  planning,  equip- 
ment and  construction,  VCU  and  its  partners 
still  seek  public  and  private  funds  to  pay  for 
the  clinic's  operating  costs. 

VCU    School   of    Nursing    launches 

NEW     LECTURE     SERIES 

The  VCU  Nursing  Lecture  Series  kicked 
off  Sept.  30  with  the  Jackie  Denise  Jackson 
Memorial  Cultural  Diversity  Lectureship. 
Established  in  2000,  the  Jackie  Jackson 
Lectureship  celebrates  the  life  and  work  of 
Jackie  Jackson,  a  loyal  and  dedicated  member 
of  the  VCU  School  of  Nursing  community 
for  more  than  18  years.  Jackson  served  on  the 
VCU  School  of  Nursing's  Cultural  Diversity 
Committee  and  was  instrumental  in  crafting 
the  school's  cultural  diversity  statement.  This 


to  raise  awareness  of  mental  health  issues 
and  to  underscore  the  importance  of  psychi- 
atric nursing.  This  year's  Legacy  Lecture,  "A 
Psychiatric  Nurse  on  Every  Street  Corner," 
will  be  given  by  Teena  McGuinness,  PhD 
'82MS/N  a  professor  at  the  University  of 
Alabama  at  Birmingham  School  of  Nursing, 
and  will  address  access  to  mental  healthcare 
and  the  global  burden  of  mental  disorders. 

The  Mahoney-Hamner  Nursing  Alumni 
Lectureship  was  first  given  in  1967  and  is  the 
state's  oldest  nursing  endowed  lectureship. 
The  nursing  section  of  the  MCV  Alumni 
Association  voted  to  establish  the  lectureship 
in  1965.  Patricia  Grady,  PhD,  RN,  FAAN 
will  give  the  2010  lecture  on  Feb.  10.  Grady 
has  served  as  director  of  the  National 


Institute  of  Nursing  Research  since  1995. 
An  internationally  recognized  researcher, 
Grady's  scientific  focus  has  primarily  been 
on  strokes,  with  emphasis  on  arterial  stenosis 
and  cerebral  ischemia. 

VCU    Schools    of    Medicine 
and    Nursing    rank    higher    in 
research    funding 
Data  from  the  National  Institutes  of  Health 
(NIH)  show  that  the  VCU  School  of 
Medicine  moved  from  No.  59  in  2007  to  No. 
53  for  2008,  out  of  126  ranked  schools  of 
medicine,  and  the  VCU  School  of  Nursing 
moved  from  23  in  2007,  to  No.  19,  out  of  82 
ranked  schools  of  nursing,  higher  than  any 
other  nursing  school  in  Virginia. 

In  2008,  the  School  of  Medicine  was 
awarded  nearly  $63  million  from  the  NIH  for 
medical  research,  with  significant  funding  in 
neurosurgery,  pharmacology  and  toxicology, 
human  and  molecular  genetics,  anatomy  and 
internal  medicine  research. 

"The  increase  in  federal  support  for  bio- 
medical research  reflects  the  creativity  and 
dedication  of  our  faculty  and  validates  the 
importance  and  quality  of  their  scholarship  as 
viewed  by  their  peers,"  says  Jerome  F.  Strauss 
III,  MD,  PhD,  dean  of  the  VCU  School  of 
Medicine.  "The  increased 
funding  has  yielded  already 
significant  advances,  which 
are  documented  in  scien- 
tific publications  in  high 
impact  journals,  patents 
and  patent  applications. 
Most  importantly,  the 
research  is  being  translated 
into  improved  clinical 
care." 

The  VCU  School  of  Nursing  was  awarded 
$2.2  million  in  2008  for  research  that  is 
focused  largely  on  the  science  of  improving 
the  health  of  the  nation. 

"The  faculty  has  a  major  concentra- 
tion on  bio-behavioral  clinical  research  that 
improves  the  quality  of  care  and  therefore  the 
quality  of  life  of  people  experiencing  critical 
illnesses,"  says  Nancy  Langston,  PhD,  dean  of 
the  VCU  School  of  Nursing. 


Jerome  F.  Strauss 
III,  MD,  PhD 


SCARAB 


VCU's    Hunton    Student    Center 

RECEIVES     DESIGN     AWARD 

The  MCY  Campus  facility  is  one  of  five 
recipients  of  the  Association  of  College 
Unions  International  Facility  Design  Award. 
The  award  recognizes  excellence  in  design 
of  college  unions  as  well  as  other  student- 
centered  campus  buildings. 

"The  renovation  of  the  Hunton  Student 
Center  at  YCU  was  extremely  popular  with 
students,"  says  Erik  Johnson,  senior  associate, 
EYP  Architecture  &  Engineering.  "It  has  fully 
met  the  originally  stated  project  goals  and  has 
re-established  the  role  of  this  historic  struc- 
ture as  a  vital  center  for  student  life." 

The  S6  million  renovation  of  the 
166-year-old  First  Baptist  Church  was 
made  possible  in  large  part  by  the  MCV 
Foundation  and  the  MCV  Alumni 
Association,  which  contributed  $750,000  and 
S250,000  respectively. 


VCU    Health    System 
among    America's 
Best    Hospitals 
The  VCU  Health  System 
(VCUHS)  is  the  only 
medical  center  in  central 
Virginia  to  be  ranked  in 
U.S.  News  Media  Group's 
2009  publication  of 
America's  Best  Hospitals. 
VCUHS  was  noted  for 
excellence  in  heart  and 
heart  surgery,  ranking 
44th  in  the  country.  It  also 
ranked  44th  in  the  country 
for  treating  people  with 
kidney  disease,  45th  in  the 
country  for  orthopedics 
and  20th  in  the  country 
for  rehabilitation. 


work,"  says  Sheldon  Retchin,  MD,  vice  presi- 
dent of  VCU  Health  Sciences  and  CEO  of 
the  VCU  Health  System.  "If  we  can  give 
our  employees  peace  of  mind  knowing  that 
their  families  are  cared  for  and  that  their 
educational  pursuits  are  supported,  they 
will  be  able  to  focus  on  providing  superior 
patient  care." 

Among  its  numerous  initiatives,  the  VCU 
Health  System  gained  recognition  in  several 
areas,  including  its  dedication  to  the  advance- 
ment of  women.  Females  make  up  80  percent 
of  the  VCU  Health  System's  work  force  and 
nine  of  16,  or  56  percent,  of  its  top  executives 
are  women,  up  from  50  percent  last  year. 

For  female  employees  who  are  not  in 
management,  the  VCU  Health  System  has 
established  an  infrastructure  to  help  them 
excel  and  advance  through  various  educa- 
tional opportunities,  such  as  continuing  edu- 


Stephen  Bickston,  MD 


Dentistry  Dean  Ron  Hunt,  DDS,  with  faculty  member  Erika  Sachno  '02DDS  and  recent  gradu 
ate  Gloria  Kim  09DDS  during  the  poster  session  of  the  ADEA  Annual  Session  in  Phoenix. 
Hunt  was  installed  as  ADEA  president  during  the  session. 


.      .      .     AND     ONE     OF 

100     BEST     COMPANIES     OF     2009     FOR 

working  mothers  This  marks  the  fifth 
time  the  VCU  Health  System  has  received 
this  honor  from  Working  Mother  magazine, 
which  recognizes  companies  for  dedication 
to  family-friendly  benefits,  support  and  well- 
ness opportunities  and  financial  assistance 
programs  such  as  tuition  reimbursement  and 
retirement  planning. 

"The  VCU  Health  System  remains 
committed  to  its  dedicated  and  talented 
work  force  and  puts  this  in  action  with  an 
impressive  and  generous  package  of  ben- 
efits and  programs  that  are  designed  to  help 
our  employees  be  their  best  at  home  and  at 


cation  and  leadership  programs. 

Working  Mother  also  recognized  the  VCU 
Health  System's  innovative  flexible  work 
programs,  enhanced  paternity  and  maternity 
leave  policies,  leave  share  and  full  pay  for 
employees  in  active  military  service. 

VCU    Medical    Center    launches 
Digestive    Health    Center 
The  one-stop  inpatient  center  brings  together 
clinical  expertise,  new  diagnostic  technologies 
and  specialized  services  for  patients  hospital- 
ized for  digestive  conditions.  The  inpatient 
digestive  health  center  -  the  only  one  within 
a  50-mile  radius  of  Richmond  -  is  an  inte- 
grated service  that  combines  the  specialties  of 


gastroenterology,  hepatol- 
ogy,  surgery,  pathology, 
radiology  and  nutritional 
services  in  one  place. 

"In  most  hospitals, 
patients  with  digestive  ill- 
nesses are  admitted  to  a 
general  inpatient  service. 
In  contrast,  VCU  has 
consolidated  its  consider- 
able institutional  expertise  and  specialized 
services  to  offer  more  efficient  care  for  our 
patients  and  to  treat  digestive  conditions  such 
as  Crohn's  disease,  as  a  team,"  says  Stephen 
Bickston,  MD,  associate  chair  of  the  Division 
of  Gastroenterology,  Hepatology  and 
Nutrition  and  director  of  the  Inflammatory 
Bowel  Disease  Center.  This  model  of  care  has 
been  recognized  as  a  best  practice  and  can 
decrease  the  amount  of  time  patients  spend 
in  the  hospital  because 
patients  receive  care 
from  a  team  of  experts  in 
their  specific  condition, 
Bickston  says. 

VCU    School    of 
Dentistry    dean 
leads    ADEA 
Ronald  J.  Hunt,  DDS, 
was  installed  as  president 
of  the  American  Dental 
Education  Association 
(ADEA)  on  March 
19  at  the  association's 
2009  Annual  Session 
in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  The 
ADEA's  mission  is  "to 
lead  individuals  and 
institutions  of  the  dental 
education  community  to 
address  contemporary 
issues  influencing  educa- 
tion, research  and  the 
delivery  of  oral  health  care  for  the  health 
of  the  public."  Its  members  include  all  U.S. 
and  Canadian  dental  schools  as  well  as  other 
dental  education  programs,  corporations, 
students  and  faculty. 

AOTA    honors    VCU    assistant 
dean   Shelly  Lane,  PhD,  assistant  dean 
for  research  in  the  VCU  School  of  Allied 
Health  Professions  and  former  chair  of 
the  Department  of  Occupational  Therapy, 
received  the  A.  )ean  Ayres  Award  at  the  2009 
AOTA  National  Conference  in  Houston.  The 
award  recognizes  an  occupational  therapist 
who  has  demonstrated  sustained  commit- 


Bruce  Rubin,  MD 


merit  to  the  application,  development  or 
testing  of  theory  in  occupational  therapy. 
It  is  one  of  the  highest  awards  given  by  the 
American  OT  Foundation. 

Bruce    K.    Rubin,    MD, 

APPOINTED     CHAIR 
OF     PEDIATRICS 

He  also  holds  a  professor- 
ship in  the  VCU  School  of 
Engineering  and  assumed 
his  new  role  July  1.  Rubin 
comes  to  VCU  after  12 
years  at  Wake  Forest 
University  in  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C.,  where  he  was  professor  and  vice 
chair  for  research  in  the  pediatrics  depart- 
ment, professor  of  physiology  and  pharma- 
cology and  professor  of  biomedical  engi- 
neering with  the  Virginia  Tech-Wake  Forest 
University  School  of  Biomedical  Engineering 
and  Sciences. 

Rubin  is  a  pediatric  pulmonary  expert 
and,  among  other  honors,  was  recently 
selected  as  the  recipient  of  the  2008  Forrest 
M.  Bird  Lifetime  Scientific  Achievement 
Award,  a  top  research  honor  given  by  the 
American  Respiratory  Care  Foundation  and 
the  American  Association  of  Respiratory 
Care.  He  is  on  the  editorial  board  of  12  pul- 
monary journals,  has  published  more  than 
200  research  papers  and  chapters  and  holds 
five  patents.  He  is  listed  in  Who's  Who  in 
Science  and  Engineering  and  Best  Doctors 
in  America. 

In  addition,  Rubin  is  an  enthusias- 
tic magician,  with  membership  in  the 
International  Brotherhood  of  Magicians. 

James    P.    Bennett 
Jr.,    MD.    PhD,    new 

CHAIR     OF     NEUROLOGY 

He  is  also  the  founding 
director  of  the  VCU 
Parkinson's  Disease  and 
Movement  Disorders 
Multidisciplinary  Research 
and  Clinical  Center.  As 
director  of  the  center, 
Bennett  will  lead  a  team  of 
physicians  that  works  in  partnership  with  the 
McGuire  VA  Medical  Center's  Parkinson's 
Disease  Research,  Education  and  Clinical 
Center  (PADRECC),  one  of  only  six  such 
multidisciplinary  centers  in  the  country. 
The  new  VCU  Parkinson's  Center  will  allow 
PADRECC's  clinical  care  to  be  extended  to 
the  civilian  community. 

Bennett  comes  to  VCU  from  the 


James  Bennett, 
MD,  PhD 


University  of  Virginia,  where  he  was  profes- 
sor of  neurology  and  psychiatric  research, 
director  of  the  Center  for  the  Study  of 
Neurodegenerative  Diseases  and  director  of 
the  Morris  K.  Udall  Center  of  Excellence  for 
Parkinson's  Disease  Research  at  UVa. 

Richard    P.    Wenzel,    MD,    receives 
2010    Maxwell   Finland   Award 
An  internationally  known  expert  on  infec- 
tious disease  and  chair  of  internal  medicine 
at  the  VCU  School  of  Medicine,  Wenzel  was 
honored  by  the  National  Foundation  for 
Infectious  Diseases  for  pioneering  contribu- 
tions that  have  advanced  the  understanding 
of  infectious  diseases.  Past  recipients  of  the 
award  include  C.  Everett  Koop,  MD  (1988), 
a  pediatric  surgeon  who  invented  tech- 
niques used  in  infant  surgery  and  the  13th 
surgeon  general  of  the  United  States;  Joshua 
Lederberg,  PhD  (1997),  a  molecular  biologist 
who  received  the  1958  Nobel  Prize  in  physi- 
ology or  medicine  for  discovering  that  bac- 
teria mate  and  exchange  genes;  and  Michael 
E.  DeBakey,  MD  (1992),  an  internationally 
renowned  cardiac  surgeon. 

Wenzel  is  the  author  of  "Stalking 
Microbes:  A  Relentless  Pursuit  of  Infection 
Control."  The  first  editor-at-large  of  the 
New  England  Journal  of  Medicine,  Wenzel 
was  among  the  leading  commentators  on  the 
SARS  outbreak.  He  was  at  the  forefront  of  the 
national  debate  on  smallpox  vaccination. 

Wenzel  discusses  swine  flu  online  at 
http://www.news.vcu.edu/OnTopic/default. 
aspx. 

Leah    Bush    'S4MD'88HS    named 

CHAIR     OF     LEGAL     MEDICINE     AT     VCU 

She  succeeds  Marcello  Fierro  MD  '73HS. 

Bush  completed  a  forensic  pathology  fel- 
lowship at  the  Medical  Examiner's  Office  in 
Richmond.  She  has  been  a  medical  examiner 
for  the  commonwealth  since  1986  and  has 
been  chief  medical  examiner  since  2008. 

VCU    professor 

AMONG     FIRST     CERTIFIED 

by    ABAM 

Michael  Weaver,  MD, 
associate  professor  in 
the  Division  of  General 
Internal  Medicine,  is 

Michael  Weaver,  MD  among  ±e  first  Physi" 

cians  in  the  U.S.  certi- 
fied by  the  American 
Board  of  Addiction  Medicine  (ABAM),  a  new 
independent  medical  specialty  board.  ABAM 
has  begun  to  certify  addiction  medicine 


Terri  Fauber,  EdD 


physicians  from  several  specialties,  including 
internal  medicine.  There  was  previously  only 
addiction-related  board  certification  for  psy- 
chiatrists. ABAM  sets  standards  for  physician 
education,  assesses  physicians'  knowledge 
and  requires  and  tracks  lifelong  continuing 
education. 

Terri    Fauber,    EdD, 
wins   distinguished 
author   award 
The  associate  professor 
and  radiography  pro- 
gram director  in  the  VCU 
School  of  Allied  Health 
Professions'  Department 
of  Radiation  Sciences, 
is  the  winner  of  the 
2008-2009  Jean  I.  Widger  Distinguished 
Author  Award  for  her  article  "Exposure 
Variability  and  Image  Quality  in  Computed 
Radiography."  The  Widger  Award  recog- 
nizes the  "article  of  the  year"  for  Radiologic 
Technology,  the  major  journal  for  radiation 
sciences.  This  is  the  third  time  Fauber  has 
won  the  award  as  an  author  or  co-author. 

Susan    G.    Kornstein,    MD, 
president    of    NASPOG 

The  VCU  professor  of  psychiatry  and  obstet- 
rics/gynecology  and  executive  director  of 
the  Institute  for  Women's  Health  and  the 
Mood  Disorders  Institute  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  North  American  Society  for 
Psychosocial  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology.  The 
society  serves  clinicians  and  researchers  who 
work  on  disorders  such  as  PMS,  perinatal 
depression,  infertility,  mood  and  menopause. 

Faculty    recognized    for    family 
medicine    research    paper 

Alex  H.  Krist,  MD,  assistant  professor 
in  the  Department  of  Family  Medicine; 
Resa  M.  Jones,  PhD,  assistant  professor 
in  the  Department  of  Epidemiology  and 
Community  Health;  Steven  H.  Woolf,  MD, 
professor  in  the  Department  of  Family 
Medicine;  Paul  Jackson,  MD,  an  affiliate  in 
the  Department  of  Family  Medicine;  and  col- 
leagues are  recipients  of  this  year's  Society  of 
Teachers  of  Family  Medicine  Research  Paper 
Award,  one  of  the  most  prestigious  awards 
in  family  medicine  research,  for  their  paper, 
"Timing  of  Repeat  Colonoscopy:  Disparity 
Between  Guidelines  and  Endoscopists 
Recommendations,"  which  was  published  in 
the  American  Journal  of  Preventive  Medicine 
in  December  2007. 
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Dean's    Choice 


Tn  Print 


Textbooks  by  MCV  Campus  Alumni 
for  the  Classroom  &  in  Practice 


By    Kathy    Davis 


Below  is  a  list  of  textbooks  recently  published 
by  MCV  Campus  alumni.  If  you  have  written  or 
served  as  primary  editor  on  a  new  textbook  in 
your  clinical  field,  we  would  love  to  hear  from  you! 
Contact  Michael  Greene-Russell,  program  man- 
ager for  the  MCV  Alumni 
Association  at  804-828-3900 
or  mgreene@vcu.edu. 


"Community  Pharmacy  Practice  Case 
Studies,"  edited  by  Jean-Venable 
"Kelly"  R.  Goode  '89BS/P'94PharmD, 

Lynne  M.  Roman  and  Kristin  W. 
Weitzel  was  published  by  the  American 


Pharmacists  Association  in  2008.  The  83  cases  covered  provide 
real-world  teaching  tools  that  instructors  and  preceptors  can  use 
in  training  current  and  future  community  pharmacists  to  imple- 
ment innovative  patient-care  services.  Goode  is  an  associate  pro- 
fessor in  the  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy  and  received  the  inaugural 
National  Association  of  Chain  Drug  Stores  Foundation  Community 
Pharmacy  Faculty  Award  in  August. 

Dianne  V.  Jewell  '03PhD(HSO)'08DPT,  assistant 
professor  in  the  VCU  School  of  Allied  Health 
Professions  Department  of  Physical  Therapy,  has 
published  "Guide  to  Evidence-Based  Physical 
Therapy  Practice"  (Jones  and  Bartlett  Publishers, 
2008).  Written  for  both  physical  therapists  and 
students,  the  text  provides  information  on  the 
history,  philosophy  and  value  of  evidence-based  practice.  It  also 
describes  step-by-step  how  to  develop  an  evidence-based  approach 
in  a  clinical  practice,  including  how  to  research  and  evaluate  evi- 
dence in  the  literature  and  how  to  integrate  these  findings  into 
clinical  decision-making. 


In  the  fall  2008  issue  of  Scarab, 
we  ran  our  first  Dean's  Choice 
story.  "VCU's  Inova  Campus:  an 
Exceptional  Learning  Environment" 
was  suggested  by  Victor  Yanchick, 
PhD,  dean  of  the  VCU  School  of 
Pharmacy. 

The  Dean's  Choice  story  in 
this  issue  on  textbooks  published 
by  MCV  Campus  alumni  was  sug- 
gested by  VCU  School  of  Medicine 
Dean  Jerome  Strauss  III,  MD,  PhD. 


Back  row  (left  to  right):  Medicine 
Dean  Jerome  F.  Strauss  III,  MD, 
PhD;  Allied  Health  Professions  Dean 
Cecil  B.  Drain,  PhD,  CRNA;  John 
Duval,  CEO,  MCV  Hospitals,  VCUHS; 
Dentistry  Dean  Ron  Hunt,  DDS;  Gordon 
D.  Qinder,  MD,  director,  VCU  Massey 
Cancer  Center 

Front  row  (left  to  right):  Nursing  Dean 
Nancy  F.  Langston,  PhD;  Sheldon  M. 
Retchin,  MD  '79HS  vice  president  for 
Health  Sciences,  VCU,  and  CEO,  VCU 
Health  System;  William  P.  Kotti,  PhD, 
MCV  Foundation  president;  Pharmacy 
Dean  Victor  A.  Yanchick,  PhD 
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The  second  edition  of  "Imaging  of  Soft 
Tissue  Tumors"  by  Mark  J.  Kransdorf 
'80MD  and  Mark  D.  Murphey,  MD, 
was  published  in  2006  by  Lippincott 
Williams  &  Wilkins.  The  text  offers 
a  systematic  approach  to  radiologic 
evaluation  of  soft  tissue  tumors  and 
tumor-like  lesions  and  includes  more 
than  1,400  images  of  soft  tissue  pathol- 
ogies. The  new  edition  has  expanded 
coverage  of  masses  that  mimic  tumors 
and  more  information  on  each  lesion 

as  well  as  information  on  recently  described  tumors.  Kransdorf 

practices  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


and  perioperative  care  issues  and 
draws  on  the  expertise  of  207 
noted  authorities  in  the  field.  Yang 
is  currently  The  Arthur  B.  and 
Patricia  B.  Modell  Professor  and 
Chief  of  Thoracic  Surgery  at  The 
Johns  Hopkins  University  School 
of  Medicine. 

Highlighting  recent  textbooks 
by  MCV  Campus  alumni  was 
suggested  by  School  of  Medicine 
Dean  Jerome  Strauss  III,  MD,  PhD. 


"Health  Care  Benchmarking  and  Performance  Evaluation:  An 
assessment  using  data  envelope  analysis"  by  Yasar  A.  Ozcan 
'88PhD(HA)/AH,  professor  in  the  VCU  School  of  Allied  Health 
Professions  Department  of  Health 
Administration,  was  published  in 
2008  by  Springer.  In  the  book,  Ozcan 
shows  how  healthcare  practitioners 
and  administrators  can  apply  contem- 
porary performance  and  evaluation 
methods  to  create  optimization-based 
benchmarks,  enabling  them  to  identify 
specific  aspects  of  performance  that  are 
deficient  and  outline  ways  these  inad- 
equacies can  be  improved. 

The  second  edition  of  "Quantitative 
Methods  in  Health  Care  Management," 
also  by  Ozcan,  became  available  from  Jossey-Bass  Wiley  in  May. 

The  text  is  updated  for  Excel  and 


QUANTITATIVE 
METHODS  in 
HEALTH  CARE 


covers  techniques  for  forecast- 
ing, decision-making,  determin- 
ing facility  location  and  layout, 
re-engineering,  staffing,  schedul- 
ing, productivity  measurement, 
resource  allocation,  supply  chain 
and  inventory  management, 
quality  control,  project  manage- 
ment, queuing  models  for  capacity, 
and  simulation. 


Stephen  C.  Yang  '84MD  and  Duke  E.  Cameron,  MD,  published 
"Current  Therapy  in  Thoracic  and  Cardiovascular  Surgery"  in 
2004  (Mosby).  The  book  covers  more  than  200  clinical  conditions 
encountered  by  cardiothoracic  surgeons  and  details  the  latest  tech- 
niques. It  offers  advice  on  assessment,  imaging,  incisions,  anesthesia 


Sales  of  "Earth  Sculptures'7 

Benefit  School  of 

Pharmacy  Students 

Hilda  Meth,  widow  of  Werner  Lowenthal,  former  emeritus 
faculty  member  of  the  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy,  has  published 
a  collection  of  his  award- winning  photography  in  the  coffee- 
table  book,  "Earth  Sculptures"  (Dementi  Milestone  Publishing). 

"Werner  was  a  man  with  an  ingenious  visual  sense,  and 
he  engaged  fully  in  a  variety  of  subjects,"  says  George  D.  Nan, 
professor  emeritus  and  retired  chair  of  VCU's  Department  of 
Photography.  "The  images  here  are  only  a  small  percent  of  his 
vast  inventory  of  close  to  500,000  negatives.  Most  are  local, 
regional  and  national  award  winners." 

All  proceeds 
from  the  sales  of 
the  book,  which 
costs  $35,  will  ben- 
efit VCU  School 
of  Pharmacy  stu- 
dents through  the 
Werner  Lowenthal 
Endowment  Fund. 
To  purchase,  you 
can  pick  up  a 
copy  at  the  MCV 

Alumni  House,  1016  E.  Clay  St.,  or  you  can  order  it  online 
through  the  MCV  Alumni  Association  Web  site. 

Go  to: 

www.vcu-mcvalumni.org/mcvaa,  then  click  on  Benefits  and 

Services  >  Online  Store  >  Specialty  Gifts. 
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•Member  of  the  MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU 
•  Life  Member  of  the  MCV  Alumni  Association 
of  VCU 


•Norman  Ende  '47MD  and  his  late 
brother,  Milton  Ende    43MD,  were 
recently  acknowledged  by  Dr.  Eliane 
Gluckman,  at  a  recent  Hematology 
Meeting  as  the  first  to  publish  infor- 
mation on  the  first  UCB  hematopoi- 
etic transplant  in  1972. 
"Ira  Gould  '44DDS  andFrances 
Gould  ,5uBS(H&S)/H&S  are  enjoy- 
ing retirement  at  their  Virginia  Beach 
home  and  many  visits  from  their 
grandchildren. 


Vital  S 


i 


"Del.  Harvey  B.  Morgan  '55BS/P 

served  as  moderator  for  the 
Commonwealth  Prayer  Breakfast  in 
January  at  the  Greater  Richmond 
Convention  Center.  Morgan,  R-98th 
District,  was  joined  "up  front"  by 
Gov.  Timothy  M.  Kaine,  Lt.  Gov. 
William  T.  Boiling,  Attorney  General 
Robert  F.  McDonnell  and  others. 
Herbert  Ruben  '52MD  is  semi- 
retired  and  his  son,  Richard  Ruben 
'  8  6  M  D .  took  over  his  pediatric  prac- 
tice in  1989.  Herbert  Ruben  was  the 
inventor  of  the  Ruben  Chair,  which 
was  used  for  children  with  Gl  prob- 
lems. It  was  the  prototype  for  baby 
carriers  used  today. 
•Paul  A.  Tanner,  Jr.  '53MD  has 
written  his  memoir.  "My  Whole  Life 
and  48  Years  of  Small  Town  Family 
Medical  Practice"  was  published  by 
Eloquent  Books  and  can  be  pur- 
chased through  Amazon.com,  Barnes 
&  Noble.com  or  directly  from  the 
author  at  splattedfrog2002<s>yahoo. 
com. 

•*C.  Eugene  White  '56BS/P 
received  the  Outstanding  Pharmacist 
Award  during  the  Virginia 
Pharmacists  Association  128th 
annual  convention  this  summer  (see 
"Alumni  Scope,"  p. 3). 
•Edward  Woolridge    57DDS 
recently  received  the  Reidar  F. 
Sognnaes  Award  for  Excellence  by 


GNS 
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the  American  Academy  of  Forensic 
Sciences. 


"J.  Robert  Eshleman    60DDS 

received  the  Distinguished  Service 
Award  from  Eastern  Mennonite 
University.  Eshleman  is  a  '56  grad 
from  EMU.  He  has  served  on  the  fac- 
ulty at  the  VCU  School  of  Dentistry 
for  the  past  45  years.  Eshleman  has 
been  a  volunteer  throughout  the  den- 
tal community  for  agencies  such  as 
the  Crossover  Clinic  and  participated 
in  a  dental  mission  to  Guyana.  He 
was  chair  of  the  Restorative  Dentistry 
Department  from  1983-1992  and  is  a 
leading  researcher  in  the  development 
of  bonded  fixed  bridge  work. 


"Christopher  Colenda  '77MD  has 

been  named  Chancellor  for  Health 
Sciences  at  West  Virginia  University 
(see  "Alumni  Scope,"  p.2). 
Robert  Comunale  '71MD  is  semi- 
retired  from  family  practice  and  a 
specialty  practice  in  aviation  medi- 
cine. Comunale  has  written  three 
critically-acclaimed  novels  with  a 
fourth,  "Doctor  Galen's  Little  Black 
Bag,"  recently  published.  Comunale 
currently  lives  in  McLean,  VA  and 
enjoys  writing,  gardening,  electronics, 
pounding  on  a  piano  and  yelling  at 
his  dimwitted  cat. 

Donna  Francioni-Proffitt  '79BS/P, 
assistant  professor  and  director 
of  the  Skills  Lab  at  VCU  School 
of  Pharmacy  for  1 1  years,  is  now 
adjunct  faculty  in  the  Department 
of  Pharmaceutics  and  pharmacy 
program  manager  for  the  Virginia 
Department  of  Medical  Assistance 
Services. 

*L.  Preston  Hale  '72BS/P  was 
installed  as  president  of  the  Virginia 
Pharmacists  Association  this  sum- 
mer. He  also  received  the  National 
Community  Pharmacists  Association 


Leadership  Award  (see  "Alumni 
Scope,"  p. 3). 

•George  Hughes  '78MD  has  recently 
published  his  book,  "Pfarma  Pfables." 
Hughes  describes  his  book  as  "a 
humorous  exposure  of  a  CEO's  career 
in  the  pharmaceutical  industry  that  is 
told  from  an  animal's  point  of  view." 
"Gregory  Large  '77BS/P  received 
the  Bowl  of  Hygeia  Award  during 
the  Virginia  Pharmacists  Association 
128th  annual  convention  this  sum- 
mer (see  Alumni  Scope,  p. 3). 
Edith  Mitchell  '74MD  received  the 
2009  National  Medical  Association 
Council  on  Concerns  of  Women 
Physicians  Pfizer  Research  Award  (see 
"Alumni  Scope,"  p.2). 
•Michael  Nuckols  '74BS/P,  a 
research  scientist,  is  retired  from 
Wyeth  Pharmaceuticals  and  lives  with 
his  wife,  Samantha,  in  Powhatan. 
•Diane  O'Connor  '79BS(DH)/D  is 
the  2009  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Dental  Hygiene  Association. 
Karl  Peace  '76PhD(BS)/M  recently 
published  "Paid  in  Full,"  an  autobio- 
graphical account  of  growing  up  on 
a  Georgia  tenant  farm  in  the  1950s. 
Peace  takes  the  reader  on  his  journey 
from  sharecropping  to  university 
classrooms  and  from  the  upper  ranks 
of  the  pharmaceutical  industry's 
boardrooms  to  his  return  to  Georgia 
Southern  University  (GSU)  in 
Statesboro,  GA  to  establish  a  college 
of  public  health.  He  is  currently  at 
GSU's  Jiann-Ping  Hsu  College  of 
Public  Health. 

Robert  Quarles    79BS/P  and  his 
wife,  Julie,  are  keyboardist  and  lead 
singer  respectively,  for  a  popular  local 
British  invasion  band,  The  English 
Channel.  The  group  recently  per- 
formed at  the  School  of  Pharmacy's 
Reunion  Weekend  block  party. 
Quarles  is  with  Melhorn,  Melhorn 
&  Quarles,  a  primary  care  and  non- 
surgical sports  medicine  center  in 
Richmond. 

Sheldon  Retchin  '79HS-M  was 
recently  one  of  three  named  as  inde- 


/    / 


pendent  directors  to  the  board  of 
directors  of  Gentiva  Health  Services, 
Inc.  Gentiva  is  a  leading  provider 
of  comprehensive  home  health 
services.  The  appointments  have  re- 
established an  independent  majority 
on  its  board  and  regained  compli- 
ance with  Nasdaq's  independent 
director  requirements  as  set  forth 
in  Listing  Rule  5606(b)(1).  Retchin 
is  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
VCU  Health  System  that  includes 
the  MCV  Hospitals,  MCV  Physicians 
and  Virginia  Premier  Health  Plan. 
He  is  also  vice  president  for  health 
sciences  at  VCU  and  is  a  profes- 
sor in  the  departments  of  Internal 
Medicine,  Gerontology  and  Health 
Administration.  He  is  considered 
a  national  expert  in  health  policy 
and  healthcare  delivery,  with  special 
expertise  regarding  the  Medicare 
program. 

Joseph  Zanga  '74HS-P/M  was 
featured  in  the  Spring  2009  issue 
of  Community:  Columbus  Regional 
Medical  Foundation  magazine.  Before 
joining  Columbus  Regional  Health 
Care  System  in  2009  as  a  specialist 
in  pediatrics  and  chief  of  pediatrics, 
Zanga  served  as  an  associate  professor 
and  professor  of  pediatrics  and  emer- 
gency medicine  at  VCU/MCV.  He 
also  served  as  chair  of  the  Division 
of  General  Pediatrics  and  Emergency 
Care,  director  of  the  Central  Virginia 
Injury  Prevention  Center  (including 
the  Virginia  Poison  Center),  director 
of  the  Child  Protection  Committee, 
and  project  director  for  several  grant 
programs. 


Rebecca  Bowman  '84BS(DH)/D 
retired  and  moved  to  Mt.  Pleasant, 
SC  in  2003  after  practicing  dental 
hygiene  for  almost  20  years.  Bowman 
returned  to  college  and  was  recently 
awarded  an  AND  in  Nursing.  She 
graduated  in  the  top  10%  of  her  class 
and  was  one  of  two  graduates  to 
receive  membership  in  the  Lambda 
Chi  Nu  Honorary  Nursing  Society. 
Bowman  enjoys  spending  her  free 
time  with  her  family  and  at  the 
Charleston-area  beaches. 
Robert  Dendy  Jr.  '86BS(HCM)/ 
AH'91MPH(PH)/M  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Virginia  Board  of 


the  Department  for  the  Blind  and 
Vision  Impaired  by  Gov.  Tim  Kaine. 
Dendy  serves  as  President/CEO  of 
the  Presbyterian  Homes  and  Family 
Services  in  Lynchburg,  VA. 
William  Dexter  '86MD  was  pre- 
sented with  the  Governor's  Council 
on  Physical  Activity  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award  at  a  recent  cer- 
emony in  Augusta,  ME  (see  "Alumni 
Scope,"  p. 2). 

Robin  Foster  '89MD  received  the 
2009  Prevent  Child  Abuse  Virginia 
Champion  for  Children  Awards  from 
the  YMCA.  Foster  is  the  director  of 
pediatric  emergency  services  and 
is  a  co-founder  and  director  of  the 
hospital's  child  abuse  team  at  VCU 
Medical  Center. 

Jean-Venable  Goode    89BS/P 
'  9  4  P  h  a  r  m  D  was  selected  as  first- 
place  recipient  of  the  2009  NACDS 
Foundation  Community  Pharmacy 
Faculty  Award  presented  by  the 
National  Association  of  Chain  Drug 
Stores  Foundation  Pharmacy  and 
Technology.  Goode  is  associate  pro- 
fessor at  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy 
(see  "In  Print,"  p. 26). 
Cynthia  Kirkwood  '82BS/P 
'85PharmD  co-led  a  special  ses- 
sion on  "Trials,  Tribulations  and 
Triumphs  of  Team-Bases  Learning 
in  Pharmacy  Practice  Education" 
at  the  2009  American  Association 
of  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  Annual 
Meeting  and  Seminars.  Kirkwood  is 
an  associate  professor  at  VCU  School 
of  Pharmacy. 

Michael  Madden  '81  HS   FP/M  has 
been  named  chief  medical  officer 
for  Gateway  Health  Plan.  Gateway 
Health  is  a  top-ranked  managed  care 
organization  that  provides  service  to 
more  than  255,000  members  eligible 
for  medical  assistance.  Madden  over- 
sees the  clinical  aspects  of  the  organi- 
zation and  coordinates  the  functions 
of  the  medical  directors. 
Denise  Kinnish  McCue  '80MSIOT)/ 
A  H  has  retired  from  the  Norfolk 
Public  School  System  after  almost 
30  years  as  an  itinerant  OT.  McCue 
plans  to  spend  more  time  volunteer- 
ing, quilting  and  enjoying  time  with 
friends  and  family. 

"Patricia  Bowman  Resto  '84BS/P 
received  the  2009  Virginia  Pharmacist 
Service  Award  from  the  Virginia 
Pharmacists  Association  (see  "Alumni 


Scope,"  p. 3). 

Richard  Schmitt  '84MD  is  the 

2009  president  of  the  South  Carolina 
Medical  Association. 
Neal  Slatkin  '82HS-N/M  has 
been  named  chief  medical  officer  at 
Hospice  of  the  Valley  in  CA.  Slatkin 
oversees  a  team  of  hospice  physicians 
and  has  overall  responsibility  for  the 
medical  direction,  palliative  care  pro- 
gram development  and  supervision  of 
patient  care.  He  is  board  certified  in 
neurology  and  psychiatry,  pain  man- 
agement and  hospice  and  palliative 
medicine. 

Patricia  Slattum    85BS/P'92PhD/ 
P'92Cert(G)/AH  was  the  recipient  of 
VCU's  Distinguished  Service  Award. 
Slattum,  who  is  an  associate  profes- 
sor and  director  of  the  Geriatric 
Pharmacotherapy  Program,  was 
honored  at  the  27th  Opening  Faculty 
Address  and  Convocation  Ceremony 
in  September. 

Elizabeth  Vinson  '82BS/N  and  her 
husband,  Laymon,  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  anniversary  in  April. 
The  couple  lives  in  Prince  George, 
VA. 

Stephen  Yang  '84MD  has  been 
installed  as  the  Arthur  B.  and  Patricia 
B.  Modell  Professor  of  Thoracic 
Surgery.  He  is  currently  serving  as 
chief  of  thoracic  surgery  and  profes- 
sor of  surgery  and  oncology  at  the 
Johns  Hopkins  Medical  Institutions 
in  Baltimore,  MD.  He  was  also 
awarded  the  Dean's  Teaching  Award, 
the  highest  honor  for  clinical  teaching 
in  the  medical  school  primarily  for 
his  role  as  the  surgery  clerkship  and 
curriculum  director  (see  "In  Print," 
p.27). 


Sharon  Gatewood  '97BS(C)/li&S 

and  her  husband,  Charles,  were 
pleased  to  welcome  Sean  Austin 
on  Feb.  9,  2009.  Gatewood  is  an 
assistant  professor  in  VCU's  School 
of  Pharmacy. 

"Sarah  To  1 1  i  so  n  Melton  '91BS/P 
'  9  4  P  h  a  r  m  D  recently  received  the 
Innovative  Practices  Award  by  the 
College  of  Psychiatric  and  Neurologic 
Pharmacists.  Melton  is  an  associate 
professor  at  the  Appalachian  College 
of  Pharmacy  in  Oakwood,  VA. 
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Amy  Pakyz  '93BS/P'96PharmD 

has  been  named  chairwoman  for 
the  Antimicrobial  Stewardship  Task 
Force  with  the  Society  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Pharmacists.  Pakyz  is  an 
associate  professor  at  the  VCU  School 
of  Pharmacy. 

Bettina  Reed  '92BS/N95MS/ 
NCert(NP)/N  is  the  family  nurse 
practitioner  and  site  director  for 
the  new  community  health  center, 
Caroline  Family  Practice,  in  Bowling 
Green,  VA.  The  center  is  operated  by 
Central  Virginia  Health  Services  Inc., 
a  nonprofit  organization  based  in 
New  Canton,  VA. 
Brigitte  Sicat  '98PharmD  co- 
led  a  special  session  on  "Trials, 
Tribulations  and  Triumphs  of  Team- 
Bases  Learning  in  Pharmacy  Practice 
Education"  at  the  2009  American 
Association  of  Colleges  of  Pharmacy 
Annual  Meeting  and  Seminars.  Sicat 
is  an  assistant  professor  at  VCU's 
School  of  Pharmacy. 
Evan  Sisson  '92BS/P'94PharmD 
'96MSHA(HAE}/AH  led  a  group 
of  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy  stu- 
dents and  faculty  on  the  third 
annual  excursion  to  the  Remote  Area 
Medical  Project  in  Wise  County,  VA. 
Sisson  is  an  assistant  professor  at 
VCU's  School  of  Pharmacy. 
**Amy  Whitaker  '98PharmD  mar- 
ried Mykola  "Mike"  Rudenko 
Jr.  '95BS(M|/B  on  June  12,  2009. 
Whitaker  is  assistant  professor  at 
VCU's  School  of  Pharmacy  and 
Rudenko  is  a  Cisco  firewall  engineer 


with  AT&T.  The  couple  lives  in 
Henrico,  VA. 

Michael  Acree    OIPharmD  recently 
returned  from  deployment  at  Joint 
Base  Balad  in  Iraq  where  he  served 
as  staff  pharmacist  for  the  Air  Force 
Theater  (Trauma)  Hospital.  Acree  is 
now  a  civilian  pharmacist  on  Keesler 
Air  Force  Base  in  MS. 
Clarissa  Albo    O0MS(PT)/AH  and 
Matthew  Smith    02MD  now  live  in 
St.  Louis,  MO.  Smith  has  joined  the 
Orthopedic  Department  at  Barnes 
Jewish  Hospital  with  Washington 
University.  He  will  practice  in  their 
Sports  Medicine  Department.  His 
responsibilities  include  caring  for  the 
St.  Louis  professional  sports  teams 
like  the  NHL  team,  the  Blues  and  the 
NFL  team,  the  Rams,  as  well  as  col- 
legiate teams  in  the  area. 
Satjit  Brar  '08PhD/P'08PharmD 
accepted  a  research  fellowship  at  the 
US  Food  and  Drug  Administration's 
Office  of  Clinical  Pharmacology. 
David  Clopton  '09PharmD  was 
the  first  to  receive  the  Social  Justice 
Award  from  the  VCU  School  of 
Pharmacy  for  his  work  with  Christian 
Pharmacists  Fellowship  International 
and  his  participation  in  mission 
projects,  such  as  the  Remote  Area 
Medical  Project  in  Wise  County, 
VA.  Clopton  had  the  opportu- 
nity this  summer  to  meet  *Bruce 
McWhinney  '70BS/P  and  his  wife 


Elizabeth  Hoettels  '05BS/N 
right  kneeling  down. 


Elizabeth  Kaufman  03Cert(A)/M  married  Robert  McNamara  on  May  30,  2009  in  Roanoke,  Va.  Third-year  medical  student  William 
S.  Kaufman  was  a  groomsman  and  Sarah  K.  Hagood  '03Cert(A)/M  was  a  bridesmaid.  Many  VCU/MCV  alumni  were  in  attendance. 


Peg,  who  endowed  the  VCU  School 
of  Pharmacy's  Social  Justice  Award. 
*  H  o  1 1  y  Hurley  '04PharmD  received 
the  2009  Innovative  Pharmacy 
Practice  Av/ard  from  the  Virginia 
Pharmacists  Association  (See 
"Alumni  Scope,"  p.3). 
Elizabeth  Kaufman  ' 03 C e rt ( A)/M 
married  Robert  McNamara  on  May 
30,  2009,  in  Roanoke,  VA.  William 
S.  Kaufman,  a  third-year  medical 
student,  was  a  groomsman  and  Sarah 
K.  Hagood    03Cert(A)/M'04MS(A)/ 
M'OSMD  was  a  bridesmaid.  Many 
VCU/MCV  alumni  were  in  atten- 
dance. 

Elizabeth  Hoettels  '05BS/N  was 
deployed  to  Iraq  this  summer. 
Ali  Mian  '08MD  recently  started 
a  spinal  fellowship  with  the 
Department  of  Neurosurgery  at  the 
University  of  Buffalo  SUNY. 
Sethi  Narinder  '03MD  has  joined 
the  staff  of  Radiologic  Associates  of 
Fredericksburg.  Narinder  is  a  board- 
certified  radiologist.  Radiologic 
Associates  of  Fredericksburg  is  the 
largest  provider  of  diagnostic  and 
interventional  radiology  services  in 
Central  Virginia. 

Hanh  Nguyen  '07MD  is  the  chief 
resident  for  the  Department  of 
Family  Medicine  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Irvine  Medical  Center. 
*Tonya  Price  '04PharmD  married 
Thomas  Miyano,  a  US  Navy  officer, 
in  June  2008.  They  are  stationed  in 
Oahu,  Hawaii,  where  she  works  as  a 
clinical  and  ambulatory  care  phar- 
macist. 


Robert  Rainey    OIPharmD 
'05MSHA(HAE)/AH  recently  returned 
from  deployment  at  Joint  Base  Balad 
in  Iraq  where  he  served  as  pharmacy 
director  for  the  Air  Force  Theater 
(Trauma)  Hospital.  He  is  now  a 
pharmacy  flight  commander  with 
the  17th  Medical  Support  Squadron 
at  Goodfellow  Air  Force  Base  in  TX. 
Rainey  is  married  to  Den ise  Lyons 
02PharmD. 

Delaina  Richardson  '04PharmD 
received  the  2009  Ilene  B.  Stiff  Local 
Association  President's  Award  from 
the  Virginia  Pharmacists  Association. 
Ashley  Shoemaker  '06MD  complet- 
ed her  pediatric  residency  with  Johns 
Hopkins  Hospital  and  started  her 
fellowship  in  pediatric  endocrinology 
with  Vanderbilt  University. 


DEATHS 


Sydney  Lang  '38MD  of  Red  Bank, 
NJ  on  May  10,  2006.  Lang  was  a  fam- 
ily practitioner  for  many  years.  He 
was  an  attending  physician  in  the 
department  of  medicine  at  Staten 
Island  University  Hospital.  Lang  was 
also  chief  of  the  clinic  to  diagnose 
and  treat  rheumatism  and  arthritis. 
He  was  a  diplomat  with  the  American 
Academy  of  Family  Practice. 
Jack  Maddex  '36BS/P  of 
Harrisonburg,  VA  on  Aug.  10. 
Maddox  worked  for  Kearfott's  Drug 
Store  in  the  early  '30s  before  mov- 


ing and  joining  the  staff  at  Grymes 
Drug  Store  in  Orange,  VA  for  the 
next  30  years.  While  at  Grymes, 
Maddox  served  as  a  mentor  for  many 
people  who  worked  in  the  store.  "He 
was  also  dedicated  to  his  profession 
and  served  it  well  for  over  50  years. 
His  loving  family  and  friends  were 
touched  and  continue  to  be  inspired 
by  his  gentle  demeanor,  compassion- 
ate character  and  generosity  towards 
others."  Maddox  was  95. 
Roger  Williams  '37MD  ofFort 
Lauderdale,  FL  on  Feb.  10,  2009. 
Williams  was  98. 


Marie  Bryant  '47BS/N  of  Matthews, 
NC  on  May  2.  Bryant  graduated 
under  the  Nurse  Cadet  Corp  pro- 
gram, and  "it  was  one  of  her  proudest 
achievements  along  with  serving  the 
many  patients  at  Mercy  Hospital  in 
Charlotte,  NC.  For  more  than  35 
years,"  said  her  son  Charles. 
Crowell  Daniel  Jr.  '48MD  of 
Fayetteville,  NC  on  May  6,  2007. 
Charles  Du  Gan  '42MD  of  Goshen, 
KY. 

Charles  Ford  Jr.  '43MD  ofEmerald 
Isle,  NC  on  June  6.  Ford  served  for  20 
years  in  the  North  Carolina  National 
Guard  and  retired  as  colonel  in  1981. 
He  also  served  as  medical  supervisor 
with  DuPont. 

Ivan  Freed  '46MD  of  Encino,  CA  on 
Feb.  28,  2003. 
William  J.  Hagood  Jr.  '43MD  of 
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Charles  "Smitty"  Smith  '49PT 


Keepin'  Skin  in  the  Game 


by    Clinton    Rock 
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harles  "Smitty"  Smith  '49PT  has  always  enjoyed  football,  either  as 
a  player,  a  trainer  or  a  spectator.  "That's  why  I  really  went  to  MCV  for 
physical  therapy,  I  wanted  to  be  a  professional  sports  trainer,"  Smith  says. 

Before  MCV,  however,  Smith  interrupted  his  undergraduate  studies 
at  Concord  College  in  Athens,  W.  Va.,  to  voluntarily  serve  in  the  Marine 
Corps.  After  seeing  action  at  Saipan,  Tinian,  and  the  raising  of  the  flag 
on  Iwo  lima,  Smith  returned  to  Concord  where  he  became  trainer  for  the 
football  team  when  injuries  prevented  him  from  playing.  After  graduat- 
ing with  a  double  major  in  biology  and  physical  education  in  1948,  Smith 
moved  on  to  MCV. 

"Back  then,  you  earned  a  certificate  after  a  12-month  program," 
Smith  says.  "We  had  a  right  rigorous  schedule,  and  you  really  had  to  stay 
on  top  of  the  studies  to  cut  the  mustard.  Classes  were  about  half  women, 
half  men,  with  two  or  three  women  still  on  duty  from  both  the  Army  and 
Navy  in  there  as  well." 

Although  athletic  train- 
ing jobs  were  available  when 
Smith  graduated  from  MCV 
in  1949,  the  pay  was  low  and 
duties  limited.  "There  weren't 
many  trainers  with  any  real 
medical  experience,  so  they 
did  what  the  team  doctors 
told  them  to  do:  rub  some 
balm  on  this,  or  tape  that," 
he  says.  Instead  of  becom- 
ing a  trainer,  Smith  went  to 
work  at  the  Woodrow  Wilson 
Rehabilitation  Center  in  Fish- 
ersville,  Va.,  as  chief  physical 
therapist.  There  he  dealt  with 
polio  victims,  paraplegics  and 

coal  miners  for  two  years  before  the  Marines  recalled  him  for  the  Korean 
War.  After  the  war,  he  returned  to  Woodrow  Wilson  for  another  three 
years  before  relocating  in  1954  to  Memorial  Hospital  in  Danville,  Va., 
where  he  worked  until  his  retirement  in  1990. 

But  Smith's  retirement  was  short. 

"The  wife  like  to  have  run  me  out  of  the  house,"  he  says  laughing. 
After  a  month  of  retirement,  Smith  returned  to  work  with  an  old  friend 
at  Rehabilitation  Services  of  Danville.  Today,  at  age  84,  Smith  continues 
to  work  there  20  hours  a  week,  while  enjoying  his  off  hours  with  his  wife 
of  62  years,  Netta  Fae. 

Smith's  work  deals  mostly  with  outpatients  suffering  from  sprains, 
strains,  post  fractures  and  trauma  and  the  occasional  stroke  or  back 
ailment.  His  real  challenge,  he  says,  is  working  with  patients  who  have 
undergone  knee,  hip  or  shoulder  replacements  and  require  extra  care  to 
help  increase  their  strength,  range  of  motion  and  balance.  "For  60  years, 
I've  seen  some  real  advancement  in  joint  replacements  -  not  only  in  the 
procedures  they  use  and  the  results  -  but  also  in  the  hardware  they  use." 

On  and  off  over  a  20-year  period,  Smith  was  a  member  of  the  Ad- 
visory Committee  for  Physical  Therapy  to  the  State  Board  of  Medicine. 
During  his  tenure  as  president  of  the  Virginia  Physical  Therapy  Associa- 
tion, his  group  was  responsible  for  getting  a  Virginia  law  passed  requiring 
all  physical  therapists  to  be  licensed.  Smith's  own  license  is  No.  5. 


But  always  a  sports  trainer  at  heart,  Smith  donated  over  40  years 
of  service  as  a  trainer  to  Danville's  George  Washington  High  School. 
And  his  efforts  have  not  gone  unnoticed.  In  1994  and  1995,  Smith  was 
honored  by  the  High  School  Coaches  of  Virginia  with  their  Dr.  Frank 
McCue  III  Award.  In  1999,  he  was  voted  into  Danville's  Sports  Club  Hall 
of  Fame. 

Physical  therapy  and  sports  training  are  not  all  that  Smith  has  had 
success  with,  as  he  has  spent  many  days  afield  in  pursuit  of  big  game 
both  with  firearms  and  bow  and  arrow.  Still  an  active  bow  hunter  today 
(he  recently  switched  to  crossbow  after  tearing  a  rotator  cuff  muscle),  his 
home  is  filled  with  trophies  and  memories  of  past  hunts. 

"When  people  come  through  the  door  and  bump  into  a  60-inch 
(spread)  moose,  then  turn  to  the  right  and  see  a  grizzly  bear,  they 
sometimes  forget  where  they  are."  His  hunts  have  taken  him  from  the 

Mexican  border  to  the  Arctic 
Circle  in  pursuit  of  antelope, 
black  and  grizzly  bear,  boar, 
caribou,  elk,  mountain  lion, 
moose,  turkey,  mule  and 
whitetail  deer.  Three  of  his 
Wyoming  antelope  remain 
listed  in  the  Pope  &  Young 
record  books  today,  while  an 
Idaho  mountain  lion  missed 
world-record  status  by  less 
than  an  inch. 

Yet  Smith  is  quick  to 
point  out  that  he  also  hunts 
with  a  camera  and  has  over 
10,000  hunting  slides  and 
photos  of  animals  he  has 
stalked.  "I've  gone  to  Yel- 
lowstone in  Wyoming,  in  the  snow  in  winter  with  a  guide,  with  nothing 
but  a  camera,"  he  says. 

Although  Smith's  days  as  a  football  player  and  trainer  are  over,  he 
still  enjoys  watching  the  game.  As  for  how  much  longer  he  intends  to 
keep  working  as  a  physical  therapist,  his  philosophy  is  simple:  "Every 
day  I  hear,  'Smitty,  remember  me?'  -  a  90-year-old  lady  on  a  walker,  or 
an  overweight  ex-tackle.  Those  people  make  my  day,"  he  says.  "I  love 
what  I  do  and  I  don't  want  to  quit.  I'll  keep  going  as  long  as  I  can,  as 
long  as  I  don't  get  hateful  or  nasty.  I  dislike  old  folks  who  all  they  can  do 
is  grumble." 

The  Department  of  Physical  Therapy  is  now  part  of  the  VCU  School 
of  Allied  Health  Professions.  And  like  father,  like  daughter:  Toni  Smith 
Oakes  PhD  '780T,  a  graduate  of  the  School  of  Allied  Health  Professions, 
now  directs  the  Occupational  Therapy  Program  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
in  Hickory,  N.C. 

Clinton  Rock  is  a  freelance  writer  in  Richmond,  Va. 


Gloucester,  VA  on  July  24. 
William  Herold  '47MD  of 
Charleston,  WVA  on  Aug.  9. 
Ben  M.  Hiner  '49DDS  ofVirginia 
Beach,  VA  on  Aug.  31,  2008. 
Charles  Morgan  '46BS/P  ofBuena 
Vista,  VA  on  July  23. 
Albert  Pantalone  '46MD  of 
Pittsburgh,  PA  on  June  25,  2007. 
Margery  Parker  '44St.P/N  of 
Tuskegee  Institute,  AL  on  Nov.  4, 
2007. 

David  Weiler  '49BS(PT)/AH  of 
Enola,  PA. 


Joseph  Campbell  '59MD  ofBassett, 
VA  on  Apr.  24.  Campbell  was  a  radi- 
ologist in  partnership  with  Herring 
and  Finch  until  he  retired  in  1992.  He 
was  an  avid  hunter  and  fisherman. 
Campbell  was  76. 
'James  Case  '51  MHAIH&HA)/ 
AH  of  Greensboro,  NC  on  June  10. 
Case  was  a  member  of  the  first  class 
at  MCV  to  receive  a  master's  degree 
in  hospital  administration.  He  had  a 
long  and  impressive  career,  from  his 
first  position  at  Clarendon  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Manning,  SC  to  his  over- 
sight of  the  construction  and  staffing 
of  Catawba  Valley  Medical  Center  in 
NC.  Case  was  89. 

William  Cowan  '58BS(PT)/AH  of 
Richmond,  on  May  26.  He  was  a 
physical  therapist  in  Richmond  for 
years  until  his  recent  retirement. 
Cowan  was  78. 

Mary  V.L.  Cummings  '58BS/P  of 
Martinsville,  VA. 

**S.  Wallace  Cundiff  '53BS/P  of 
Vinton,  VA  on  Aug.  3.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  many,  including  his  sons, 
William  Cundiff  '81BS/P  and 
*Samuel  Cundiff  Jr.  '83BS/P.  He 
began  his  career  as  a  partner  in  White 
Front  Pharmacy  and  then  opened 
Cundiff  Drug  Store  in  1959,  where  he 
remained  active  until  2008.  He  served 
for  nine  years  on  the  Virginia  Board 
of  Pharmacy,  including  one  year  as 
chairman.  Cundiff  was  81. 
Clyde  Fulcher  '56DDS  ofBeaufort, 
SC  on  May  17. 

Kirby  Hart    52HS-M  of  Petersburg, 
VA  on  April  10.  "He  lived  life  fully 
with  great  devotion  to  family  and 
friends.  As  a  beloved  pediatrician  for 
50  years  at  the  Petersburg  Children's 


Clinic,  he  gave  unselfishly  and  untir- 
ingly to  his  'children'  and  their 
parents."  Hart  was  a  Diplomat  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Pediatrics. 
"Lawrence  Mathews  '50DDS  of 
Chester,  VA  on  July  1.  Mathews 
practiced  dentistry  for  50  years  and 
opened  one  of  the  first  family  dental 
offices  in  Chesterfield,  VA.  Mathews 
was  92. 

James  McCown  '53DDS  ofBuena 
Vista,  VA  on  June  12. 
**Harry  "Ike"  Thomas  Jr. 
'51BS(PT)/AH-63MD  ofRichmond 
on  July  13.  Thomas  was  an  obstetri- 
cian for  many  years  before  retiring  in 
1992.  "Generally,  having  a  baby  is  a 
happy  occasion,  and  that's  something 
he  loved,"  said  his  wife  of  61  years, 
Elizabeth  Fay  Brinckerhoff  Thomas. 
Where  he  delivered  a  baby  wasn't 
necessarily  under  his  control.  A 
woman  came  into  MCV  and  went 
into  labor  on  the  first  floor.  There 
was  no  time  to  get  her  into  the  eleva- 
tor, his  wife  said.  Thomas  ushered 
her  into  a  restroom  for  the  delivery. 
He  once  assured  a  worried  expectant 
mother:  "Don't  worry.  I've  delivered 
babies  in  elevators."  Thomas  was  82. 
Nancy  Tuggle  ■59BS(0T)/AH  of 
Independence,  VA  on  Nov.  17,  2008. 
Thomas  Tusing  '50MD  ofApopka, 
FL  on  Feb.  8. 

Earle  B.  Watkins  '52BS/P  of  South 
Hill,  VA  on  July  22.  He  was  survived 
by  many,  including  his  daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth  Russell  '77BS/P. 
Watkins  worked  for  Parker  Drug  Co. 
in  Franklin,  then  owned  Watkins 
Drug  Co.  in  South  Hill  for  years. 
After  selling  his  store  in  the  late 
1970s,  he  worked  in  the  Community 
Memorial  Healthcenter  pharmacy 
until  retirement.  He  was  known  not 
only  for  his  skills  as  a  pharmacist  but 
for  his  ability  to  paint  and  his  vol- 
unteer work  at  the  hospital  hospice. 
Watkins  was  78. 

**T.  LePierre  Watson  '59MD  of 
Cumberland,  VA  on  Sept.  18. 
James  Williams  '56DDS  of  Front 
Royal,  VA  on  Apr.  20. 
Jennings  Wilson  Jr.  '57DDS  of 
Huntsville,  TX  on  Sept.  1,  2008. 


James  Gascoigne    63MD  of 
Tuscaloosa,  AL  on  June  8,  2006. 
"Louis  Parham  '65MD  of  Hampton, 
VA  in  Aug. 

James  Singletary  Jr.  '60MS(RC)/ 
AH  ofVirginia  Beach  in  Oct.  2006. 
Louise  Wenzel  '61BS(PT)/AH  and 
Mark  Wenzel  '62BS(PT)/AH  both 
of  South  Boston,  VA. 


Patrick  Buchanan  '70HS-M  of 
Tyler,  TX  on  June  25,  2008. 
Cheryl  McGehee  '71BS/N  of 

Arlington,  VA  on  Aug.  28.  She  was 

59. 

Jenifer  Watson  '79BS(HCM)/AH  of 

Ashland,  VA  in  2007. 


Janie  Clay  '69BS/N  of  Henrico,  VA 
on  Jan.  27. 


Douglas  Price  Jr.  '84DDS  of 

Danville,  VA  on  Mar.  14.  Price  had 
a  dental  practice  in  Chatham,  VA 
for  20  years.  Price  brought  updated 
dental  procedures  to  a  rural  area 
and  had  a  thriving  practice.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Piedmont 
Dental  Society  and  had  a  positive 
impact  on  his  staff,  patients  and  the 
surrounding  community.  Price  leaves 
behind  a  host  of  family  and  friends 
to  cherish  his  memory  including  his 
wife,  Rebecca  Price  '83BS/P.  Price 
was  51. 


Jim  Stubbins,  emeritus  professor 
in  the  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy,  on 
Apr.  29.  Stubbins,  who  was  described 
as  an  "excellent,  excellent  teacher 
and  well-recognized  by  his  students," 
retired  in  1996.  He  was  78. 


Send  us  your  Photos! 

We  would  love  to  include  more 
photos  of  alumni:  portraits, 
weddings  and  baby  announce- 
ments. E-mail  us  up  to  three  photos 
at  migreene@vcu.edu.  Photos 
must  be  .jpg  image  format,  cannot  . 
exceed  5MB  and  the  resolution 
needs  to  be  300dpi.  Please  provide 
a  brief  photo  description.  We  look 
forward  to  seeing  more  of  you  in    •'. 
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IN  MEMORY 

Retired  Richmond  anesthesiologist  W  a  v  e  r  I  y  Manson  Cole  '54MD'60HS 
died  Aug.  28.  A  native  of  Blackstone,  Va.,  he  followed  his  great-grandfa- 
ther into  medicine,  serving  as  an  Army  physician  in  Germany  and  then 
establishing  a  family  practice  in  Farmville,  Va.  He  later  returned  to  MCV 
to  complete  a  residency  in  anesthesiology  and  taught  as  a  clinical  profes- 
sor in  the  School  of  Medicine  before  being  recruited  to  help  establish  the 
first  department  of  anesthesia  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital.  He  retired  from  the 
Richmond  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  after  40  years  of  practice. 

Cole's  association  with  the  VCU  School  of  Nursing  also  goes  "way 
back,"  according  to  lames  Parrish,  director  of  development  for  the 
school.  Cole  and  his  partner,  John  R.  Cook,  MD,  were  friends  with  Doris 

B.  Yingling,  PhD,  who 
served  as  dean  of  the 
school  from  1958  to 
1981.  More  recently, 
Cole  served  on  the  VCU 
School  of  Nursing's 
Advancement  Council, 
a  volunteer  advisory 
board  that  was  instru- 
mental in  helping  make 
the  case  for  a  new 
building  (vs.  renovating 
an  existing  space)  and 
in  raising  S3  million  in  private  support  to  help  fund  the  construction  of 
the  school's  new,  S14  million,  state-of-the-science  facility.  He  was  a  tire- 
less champion  for  the  VCU  School  of  Nursing  and  a  committed  friend 
and  donor.  In  addition  to  making  a  gift  to  support  the  new  building, 
Cole  established  the  Dr.  Waverly  M.  Cole  Scholarship  Fund,  an  endowed 
fund  that  will  help  the  school  attract  and  retain  the  best  and  brightest 
students  for  generations  to  come. 

"Dr.  Cole  was  a  dear  friend  of  the  VCU  School  of  Nursing.  In  fact, 
you  could  find  no  one  more  passionate  about  our  cause  than  he.  We  will 
miss  him  dearly,"  says  Nancy  F.  Langston,  PhD,  dean  of  the  VCU  School 
of  Nursing  and  executive  director  of  academic  nursing  for  the  VCU 
Health  System 

Cole  directed  that  his  body  be  donated  to  VCU  Medical  Center 
for  research. 

William  A.  Cook  Jr.  '51  MD  died  Dec.  28,  2008,  in  Lynchburg.  He 
served  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps  during  World  War  II  and  then  attended 
medical  school  at  MCV  on  the  GI  Bill.  After  graduation,  he  completed 
residencies  in  obstetrics  and  gynecology  at  Johns  Hopkins  University  and 
Vanderbilt  University  hospitals.  He  practiced  in  Lynchburg  from  1955 
until  retiring  in  1992.  After  the  arrival  of  Jerome  F.  Strauss  III,  MD,  PhD, 
as  dean  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  Cook  hosted  a  dinner  introducing  the 
dean.  The  dinner  was  attended  by  most  of  the  medical  school  alumni  in 
Lynchburg.  Cook's  sons  are  also  alumni  of  the  medical  school:  William 
A.  Cook  III  '82MD;  Robert  D.  Cook  '87MD;  and  George  W.  Cook 
'93MD    They  all  now  practice  in  Lynchburg. 

Philip  Beverly  Peters  '53DMD56HS  passed  away  June  22.  Omar 
Abubaker,  DMD,  PhD,  current  chair  of  the  Department  of  Oral  and 
Maxillofacial  Surgery  in  the  VCU  School  of  Dentistry,  describes  Peters 


as  "the  consummate  surgeon  and  teacher."  He  was 
the  first  graduate  of  the  MCV  Oral  and  Maxillofacial 
Surgery  Program  and  later  became  a  clinical  professor 
in  the  oral  surgery  department.  He  also  served  as  coor- 
dinator and  director  of  the  private  sector  of  the  oral 
surgery  residency  program  and  trained  more  than  100 
residents.  Peters  made  several  trips  with  his  residents 
to  Guyana,  South  Africa,  to  teach  corrective  surgery  of  facial  deformities 
and  cleft  palates.  He  established  the  oral  and  maxillofacial  surgery  sec- 
tion at  Children's  Hospital  in  Richmond  and  co-founded  the  Virginia 
Society  of  Oral  and  Maxillofacial  Surgeons.  In  recognition  of  his  achieve- 
ments, the  VCU  School  of  Dentistry  awarded  Peters  the  Harry  Lyons 
Outstanding  Dental  Alumnus  Award  in  2000. 

Former  dean  of  the  VCU  School  of  Medicine,  Stephen  M.  Ay  res,  MD, 
died  Sept.  12.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University  Medical  College. 
Before  coming  to  VCU,  he  was  chair  of  the  Department  of  Medicine  at 
Saint  Louis  University  School  of  Medicine,  where  he  also  served  as  med- 
ical director  of  the  university  hospital  and  chair  of  the  curriculum  com- 
mittee for  the  medical  school.  Ayres  became  dean  of  the  VCU  School  of 
Medicine  in  1985  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1993. 

During  his  tenure  as  dean,  Ayres 
led  a  major  curriculum  reform, 
initiated  a  program  promoting  the 
concept  of  the  generalist  physician 
and  recruited  10  new  department 
chairs.  In  1991,  President  Clinton 
appointed  him  to  the  U.S.  Science 
Advisory  Board  of  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency. 

"As  one  of  the  premier  intensivists 
in  the  country,  Steve  Ayres  brought 
enormous  skills  and  experience  to 
VCU,"  says  S h e I d o n  Retchin  MD 
'79HS-M  vice  president  for  Health 
Sciences  at  VCU  and  CEO  of  the  VCU 
Health  System.  "Under  his  leadership 
as  dean  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  the 
MCV  Campus  developed  a  regional 
reputation  for  innovations  in  intensive 
care  and  became  a  national  leader  in 
taking  care  of  the  most  critically  ill  patients. 

"Almost  15  years  after  he  retired  as  dean,  we  opened  the  first  Critical 
Care  Hospital  in  the  commonwealth  and  one  of  the  most  advanced  criti- 
cal care  facilities  in  the  nation.  I  think  this  is  a  lasting  testimonial  to  the 
influence  of  Dean  Ayres  on  the  Medical  Center.  He  will  be 
sorely  missed." 

After  completing  his  term  as  dean,  Ayres  led  the  International 
Health  Program  based  in  the  VCU  School  of  Medicine.  He  managed  an 
educational  exchange  program  with  the  Christian  Children's  Fund  of 
Richmond  and  the  Belarus  Children's  Fund  in  Minsk,  Belarus,  and 
developed  a  partnership  in  Kiev,  Ukraine.  Ayres  was  the  author  of  more 
than  150  published  papers,  1 1  textbooks  and  numerous  chapters  in 
other  textbooks. 
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The    MCV    family    notes    with    sorrow   the    passing    of    these    alumni    and    friends 


Former  chair  of  the  VCU  School  of  Medicine's 
Department  of  Physiology,  F.  Norman  Briggs, 
PhD,  died  Aug.  7  in  Stockton,  Calif.  Briggs  held  aca- 
demic positions  at  Harvard  Dental  School,  Harvard 
Medical  School,  Tufts  Medical  School  and  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  School  of  Medicine  before 
coming  to  VCU.  He  headed  the  VCU  Department 
of  Physiology  from  1971  to  1985.  Under  his  leadership,  the  department 
recruited  a  number  of  talented  scientists  and  ranked  among  the  top  10 
physiology  departments  in  the  U.S.  After  retiring  as  chair,  Briggs  contin- 
ued at  VCU  until  2000  as  the  first  Distinguished  Professor  of  Physiology. 

Phil  Modjeski,  DDS.who  taught  in  the  School  of  Dentistry  from 
1941-1944  and  from  1948-1983,  died  last  summer.  During  his  tenure  at 
VCU,  he  served  as  professor  and  chair  of  the  Department  of  Restorative 
Dentistry  and  director  of  Dental  Materials.  Mike  McMunn  '77DDS 
shared  the  following  about  the  former  faculty  member: 

"I  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  Dr.  Modjeski  and  Dr.  Peter 
Moon  while  going  to  dental  school  and  I  always  saw  Dr.  Modjeski  as 
a  MacGyver  in  the  research  lab.  He  could  create  tests  to  measure  the 
strength  of  the  materials  that  are  used  in  dentistry  or  contraptions  to  test 
the  microleakage  of  a  filling  material  that  would  amaze  his  fellow  profes- 
sors. Dr.  Modjeski  was  the  dental  adviser  who  supervised  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Wood  Building  thereby  insuring  that  its  design  would  meet 
the  dental  educational  needs  of  the  students.  To  his  credit,  a  half-century 
later  this  building  is  still  used  to  educate  Virginia's  future  dentists. 

"As  an  educator,  Phil  was  respected  and  loved  by  his  students.  He 
was  fun  to  work  under  in  the  clinics.  At  the  same  time  he  expected  all 


work  accomplished  under  his  watch  to  be  of  the  best  quality  because  he 
cared  about  the  patients  as  if  he  was  doing  the  treatment.  He  always  had 
a  smile  and  a  kind  word  for  the  students  and  the  patients. 

"Outside  of  the  four  walls  of  the  dental  school,  Dr.  Modjeski  was 
an  exceptional  woodcarver,  kite  maker  and  amateur  inventor.  I  recall 
visiting  Phil  at  his  home  while  I  was  a  student  and  his  home  resembled 
that  of  a  museum  with  beautiful  carved  birds  and  decoy  ducks.  He  could 
carve  the  feathers  of  the  birds  so  fine  that  they  looked  like  real  feathers. 

"Dr.  Phil  Modjeski  was  a  gifted  man,  a  talented  man  and  a  man  who 
dentistry  was  blessed  to  have  as  a  colleague  and  a  friend  for  so  many 
years.  On  a  personal  note,  Phil  was  a  mentor  to  me  and  I  am  a  better 
dentist  because  of  his  influence  on  me.  I  will  miss  him." 

Cary  G.  Suter,  MD,  chair  of  the  VCU  School  of 
Medicine's  neurology  department  from  1963  to  1985, 
passed  away  Aug.  31.  Carol  Hampton,  associate  dean 
for  faculty  and  instructional  development  in  the  VCU 
School  of  Medicine,  recalls  how  Suter  worked  with 
Mel  Shaffer,  chair  of  the  visual  education  department, 
to  develop  videos  illustrating  symptoms  of  neurologi- 
cal disorders  that  could  be  used  in  teaching  and  research.  In  1972,  Suter 
established  the  Hans  Berger  Symposium  for  neurophysiology,  which 
continues  to  be  held  annually  on  the  MCV  Campus  and  attracts  faculty 
from  around  the  world.  He  collaborated  with  specialists  from  around  the 
country  to  establish  criteria  for  diagnosing  brain  death  and  co-authored 
"The  Atlas  of  EEG  in  Coma  and  Cerebral  Death"  in  1976.  Suter  would 
have  celebrated  his  90th  birthday  on  Oct.  9,  2009.  He  was  married  to 
Anna  Deane  Carr  '81  BS/P,  who  died  in  2006. 


WHAT'S     NEW     WITH     YOU? 


Scarab  welcomes  updates  on  marriages,  family  additions,  job  changes,  relocations,  promotions — whatever  you  think  is  newsworthy. 
Help  us  keep  track  of  you  by  completing  and  returning  this  form.  Recent  newspaper  clippings  and  photographs  are  also  appre- 
ciated. Please  mail  to  MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU,  1016  E.  Clay  St.,  P.O.  Box  980156,  Richmond,  VA  23298-0156;  fax  to 
(804)  828-4594;  email  to  migreene@vcu.edu.  E-mailed  photographs  must  be  .jpg  image  format,  cannot  exceed  5MB  and  the  resolution 
needs  to  be  300dpi. 
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MCVAA  GiftS  for  Alumni 


MCVRids 


MCVRids 


FUTURE 

MCV 

ALUMNUS 


FUTURE 

MCV 

ALUMNUS 


Feel  Like  a  Pro.  Striding  across  the  course  or  strolling  about  town, 
you'll  never  be  a  duffer  in  MCVAA's  golf  shirt.  100%  combed  cotton, 
generous  cut,  tri-color  knit  collar  and  welt  sleeves,  taped  shoulder  and 
neck  seam,  side  vents,  classic  three-button  box  placket,  horn-toned 
buttons.  Hunter  with  navy  and  khaki  trim  with  MCVAA  seal.  Sizes  M, 
L,  XL  S52.  XXL,  $57.  Add  S5.50  for  shipping. 

Sweat  Shirt.  Heavyweight  crew  or  hooded  sweat  shirt.  Features  95% 
cotton,  5%  polyester,  set-in  sleeves,  ribbed  collar,  cuffs  and  waistband 
with  Lycra,  coverseamed  neck,  shoulders,  armholes  and  waistband. 
Colors:  forest  green,  navy  and  ash.  Sizes  L,  XL  $36.  Size  XXL  $38. 
Hooded  Sweat  $44.  Add  $5.50  for  shipping. 

Clipper  Jacket.  The  MCVAA  |acket  is  a  nice  addition  to  your  ward- 
robe. The  |acket  features  the  MCVAA  seal,  double  collar,  side  pockets 
and  adjustable  snaps  at  the  cuff.  Polyester/cotton  blend.  Color:  navy. 
Sizes  S-2XL  $67.  Add  $5.50  for  shipping. 

Teeshirt.  Show  your  school  spirit  wearing  this  newly  designed  gray 
tee.  Sizes  M,  L,  XL,  XXL  in  short  and  long  sleeves  $19.  Add  $5.50 
for  shipping. 

MCVKid's  Wear.  Now  accepting  "Future  MCV"  graduates!  Your 
future  grad  can  show  off  their  school  spirit  right 
from  the  start  with  a  white  with  green  embroidery 
bib  (not  shown),  onesies  (a-1)  or  children's  tee- 
shirt  in  gray  with  green  embroidery  (a-2|.  Sizes 
from  2T  to  children's  large.  Bibs  $12.  Onesies  $17 
and  TeeShirts  $16.  Please  add  $2  for  shipping. 


MCVkids 


MCVAA  Chair.  Made  of  solid  hardrock  maple.  Laser  engraved  with 
MCV  seal  and  can  be  personalized  with  your  name  and  year,  $350. 
Personalization  $25.  Allow  six  weeks  for  delivery.  Call  (800)  352-5885. 

For  Weighty  Deliberations.  Our  white  porcelain  paperweight  belongs 
on  a  desk.  3"  in  diameter,  with  MCVAA  seal  in  22k  gold.  $15.  Add  $3 
for  shipping. 

Pill  Box.  This  handsomely  crafted  lidded  porcelain  box  will  look  great 
on  any  side  table  or  desk.  It  features  the  MCV  Alumni  House  and  Paul 
A.  Gross  Conference  Center  in  green,  trimmed  in  22k  gold.  $19.  Add 
$3  for  shipping. 

Brass  Key  Chain  with  black  inlay.  $10.  Add  $1.50  for  shipping. 
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Old  School  of  Nursing 


MCVAA  Prints.  For  that  finishing  touch  to 
home  or  office  add  a  pencil  drawing  of  build- 
ings on  the  MCV  Campus. 
$36  unframed,  $55  framed.  Please  call  the 
Alumni  Office  at  (800)  MCV-7799  or  (804) 
828-3900  for  shipping  details. 

Engraved  Pewter.  Classic  gift  in  finished 
pewter  with  engraved  MCVAA  seal.  Free  of 
lead  hazard  and  safe  for  eating  and  drinking. 
Jefferson  Cup  8  oz.  $18.  Add  $3  for  shipping. 

"Virginia  Commonwealth  University:  The 
Campus  History  Series."  More  than  50 
vintage  photographs  illustrate  the  rich  history 
of  the  Medical  College  of  Virginia's  first  130 
years.  $20.  Please  add  $1.50  for  shipping. 
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NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

PHONE 

SHIPPING  ADDRESS  (if  different) 

QUANTITY 

DESCRIPTION 

COST 

CREDIT  CARD  PAYMENT 

Subtotal 

NAME  (as  it  appears  on  credit  card) 

VA  add  5%  tax 

(check  one)  □  AMERICAN  EXPRESS  □   DISCOVER  U   MASTERCARD  □  VISA 

Shipping  Costs 

CARD  NO. 

TOTAL 

EXPIRATION  DATE 

SCARAB 


MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU 
SCARAB 
P.O.  Box  980156 
Richmond,  VA  23298-0156 


Nonprofit  Organization 
U.S.  Postage 


Permit  No.  869 
Dulles,  Virginia 


vcu-mc  va  I  u  m  n  i  -  org 


MCV  Al.UMNI  ASSOCIATION 


Connect  online 

The  updated  MCV  Alumni  Association  Web  site  offers  new 
features  to  keep  you  plugged  in. 

New  Personal  Web  pages  and  social  networking 
New  Searchable  alumni  directory 
New  Career  center 

New  Dues-paying  members  benefit  of  online  library 
database  access 


Plus 

Calendar  of  events 

Easy  access  to  VCU/MCV  links 

Archive  issues  of  Scarab  and  e-newsletters 

Online  registration  for  events  and  membership 

Online  store  for  MCVAA  gifts 

Expanded  travel  opportunities 


Visit  the  Web  site  today  for  a  test  drive! 

While  there,  register  (no  fee)  for  a  login,  which 
will  give  you  access  to  the  directory. 

And  you  can  join  your  MCV  Alumni  Association 
by  selecting  "Become  a  Member." 


GREAT     TIME      TO      BE      PART      OF      THE      TRADITION! 


